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juenibers wvill recognise the futility of trying
to encourage primatry production unless pro-
vision is made for getting the surplus to the
overseas markets. Unless an extension of the
F'remantle Harbour Works is undertaken,
without unnecessary delay, a heavy responsi-
bility will rest upon the Government and
Parliament wvill be guilty of the vacillation.
The Government realise their obligations in
this matter, and, in submitting this EjiU, are
g uided by the adlvice of the Engineer-in-
Chief in whose qualifications to direct them
it has the greatest confidence. He has de-
voted a year to the consideration and for-
mation of the scheme. Every source of in-
formation available has been at his comn-
mand, and every one who has read his report
must admit that be has studied his question
from every point of view. I trust the Bill
will receive the endorsement of this House,
so that preliminary action can be taken by
the Governiment towards the carrying out
of the proposals. T shall be glad to have the
c-riticisms of hon. members, but 1 trust they
,'ill be made in good time so that I may
have the opportunity to submit them to the
Engineer-in-Chief for his remarks. I shall
then be in the position to reply to hon.
members. I must, of course, submit the
views and adverse comments by bon. mem-
bers here to the Engineer-in-Chief and what-
ever line of action he advises I will intimate
to hon. members. I move-

That the Bill be now rendl a second time.

On motion by Hon. G. W. Miles, debate
adjourned.

Houise adjourned at 11.2 p.m.
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QUESTION--TRAFFIC FEES, DIS-
TRIBUTION.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: Has he any objection to copies of
the statement showing the distribution of
trali fees being forwarded to the varioas
local bodies concerned in the Claremont elec-
torate?~

lion. J. CUN'N]NCHAMI (for the Minister
for Works) replied: No, and instructions
have been given for at return showing distri-
bution of traffic fees to be forwvarded to each
local authority within the metropolitan area.

QUESTION--STATE INSURANCE,
PROFIT.

Mr. MANN (for Mr. Richardsoni) asked
the Premier: 1, Did the employer's liability
insurance carried on by the State result in
a profit as at 30th Junie, 1927, after allow-
ing for the liability under the unexpired
period of the policies? 2, If so, what was
the profitq

The PREMITER replied: 1, Yes. 2, £1,418
0s. 9d. on general accident business, £10,034
3s. 7d., including general accident and in-
dustrial diseases, but all the profit on the
latter has been placed to reserve.

QUESTION-SHEEP DISEASE,
INVESTIGATION.

Mr. BRtOWN asked the Minister for Ag-
riculture: Owing to the serious loss to sheep
owners in the State caused by the braxy-like
disease, will the Government take immedi-
ate steps to appoint an assistant to Mr.
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Bennetts the Veterinary Pathologist, in
order that at least one of the officers can
devote the whole of his time to the investi-
gation of this serious disease?

Eon. H. MILLINGTON (for the Minister
for Agriculture) replied: This matter has
already received attention, and an endeavour
is being made to obtain the services of a
qualified assistant. It is intended that this
officer will devote the whole of his time
next season to this investigation, and he will
work in colloboration with Mr. Bennetts.

QUESTION-RAILWAY PROJECT,
TAXE GRACE-EALGARIN.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON asked the Pre-
mnier: 1, Are the Government aware that
about 250,000 bags of wheat will be pro-
duced this year in the North Lake Grace,
Burngup, East Walyurin, East Jilakin, and
Kalgarin districts, which will be served by
the Lake Grace-Kalgarin railway? 2, As
this railway has been recommended by the
Railway Advisory Board, and the majority of
the special committee (Messrs. Canun, Sur-
yveyor General, and MeLarty, Managing
Trustee, Agricultural Bank) appointed to
further investigate this proposal, is it the
intention of the Government to approve of
the route so recommended? 3, Can the Gov-
ernment indicate when this railway will be
(a) surveyed, (b) authorised, (c) opened
for traffic? 4, Will dumping spots for
wheat be provided at the proposed sidings
in time for the next harvest?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, 3,
and 4, The question of serving this district
by a railway has not been finally decided by
the Government.

QUESTION-INDUSTRIAL UNIONS,
PROSECUTIONS.

Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Jus-
tice: 1, Why were the members of the
Printing Trade Union of Workers prose-
cuted for taking part in a strike while no
other unions have been prosecuted for a
similar offence committed previously, includ-
ing the Timber Workers' Union at Penm-
berton and the Australian Workers' Union
at Salmon Gums? 2, Will a similar prose-
cution be taken against the Lumpers' Union
for the recent strike at Fremantle and the
Collie miners for a recent strike at Collie?

The PREMIER (for the Minister for
Justice) replied: 1, The members of the
Printing Industry Employees' Union were
prosecuted by order of the Arbitration
Court. In the Pemberton case the parties
accepted the decision of the President of
the Court acting as a private arbitrator.
In the Salmon Guims case a compulsory
conference was called. The matters in dis-
pute were referred into court, and an award
made by the court. 2, As regards the
bumpers' Union, the matter is one for the
Federal Arbitration Court; and the Collie
ease is sub judice.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1927-28.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day; Me.
lutey in the Chair.

Vote-Departmental, £174,617:

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [4.40]:
Most members scrutinise the Loan Esti-
Estimates from a personal point of
viewv, and quite frequently many are dlis-
appointed. We recognise the task that
confronts the Treasurer, and I bave Rio
doubt that many hundreds of thousands
of pounds submitted for his approval have
to be cut down. Dloubtless, too, some oif
our requirements were this year among the
slaughtered innocents. When we hear in
mind the expenditure on behalf of the
.186,000 people of this State, it is extraord-
inary to think that such a small handful of
people are able to expend £14,672,806,
which is the estimated expenditure for this
year. Of that amount, £C9,843,397 is prfo-
vided for in the Revenue Estimates, and
£4,829,409 in the Loan Estimates. That
gives an average of £36 per head for every
man, woman and child in the State. At
present the net indebtedness is £160 per
head, and that indebtedness is steadily in-
creasing. But so long as the money is
wisely expended, that seems to me the only
way by which we can develop this great
unpeopled State. It is true that the re-
demption of the Coolgardie water sehe-ne



[ASSEMBLY.]

loau. reduced the indebtedness by about £57
per head, but the loan funds we are dis-
e-ussig at present will mean, on the basisi
of our present population, an increased in-
debtedness of approximately £E12 per bead.
We hope that the increase in our popula-
tion that will take plate while the mone'y
is being expended, wilt slightly decrease
that indebtedness per head. These figures
should give us cause for grave considera-
tion as to whether we really are getting
true value for the money that has been
expended. In the report of the Auditor
General we lind on page 38, when dealing
with the Puiblic Works Department, that
officer has the following comments to
offer:-

The expenditure on salaries by the Public
Works Department is allecnted between Loan,
Revenue, end the Government Property Sales
Funds on a percentage basis approved each
year by the Afinister. The percentages for the
Year 1926-27 wc(r--

Public Works Department-- Per cent.
Loan . .. . .. 53.874
Government Property Sales .. 8.191
Revenue . .. . 7.018

Goldields; water Supply-
Loan .. - .. - .417
Revenue . .. . .. 14.042

Other hydraulic undertakings-
Loan 0 . .. - .362
Revenue . . . .. 4.096

100.000

The expenditure, after deducting recoveries
front trading concerns, metropolitan water
supply, etc., was £88,979 Is. This amount was
not used ns the basis of distribution between
the funds, an amount greater by £1,106 8s. 14-,
due to the estimated recoups from trading con-
cerns etc., in lieu of the actual recoveries,
having been used to arrive at the expenditure
to be distributed. On the basis approved by
the Minister, the procedure had the effect of
overcharging the Loan and Government Pro-
perty Sales Funds and undercharging the
Revenue Fund.

That seems to raise the question whether
the present system is quite satisfactory-
It is very difficult for a lay member to
criticise the figures of the various depart-
nients, and it is only when we reeive en
expression of opinion of that kind that
we get sonic indication of the methods
adopted. I am not charging the Govern-
ment with having done something wrong,
hut it seems to me that a better system of
control by Parliament, or a definite policy
should be laid down as to the amounts to
he charged against revenue. Somne people

consider that very much more is eharged
to loan expenditure than is justified, and
that it is very easy to present a balance
sheet if it is possible to charge certain
things to loan funds that should rightly he
paid for out of revenue. The statement of
the Auditor General provides food for
thought. I do not think any Minister
should be in a position to determine what
shall be charged to this fund or to that
fund. It :liould be clearly laid down how
the um-nunt* shall be charged. In what
way we can overcome that position, I can-
riot suggest, but I repeat that the present
system is very uinsatisfactory. I am
pleased that the Minister for Railways was3
able to obtain the sanction of the Treasurer
to the expenditure of £150,000 to providai
new rolling stock. In view of the develop-
ment of the wheat areas and the expansion
of laud settlement, the demand that will be
made on rolling stock by the increased
quantities of produce to be hauled justifie
greater expenditure. I am wondering
whether the Minister for Railways, when
lie presented his 'eti-mates to the Treasurer
was numbered amongst the slaughtered
innocents.

The Minister for Mines: T think they
wvere all slaughtered a bit.

Mr. THOMSON4: No doubt the Minister
fur Mines had the same experience. T
we are going to increase our production,
it is essential to have more rolling stock.
Ev~ery year we are authorising the con-
struction of new railways. When we
read the report of the Commissioner of
Railways we must be amnazed at the small
.amount of additional stock that was made
available. It is a tribute to the adininis -
trative ability end the co-operation of the
staff that we have achieved such good re-
quits. Quick despatch of the harves;t mneans
a quick return of money to the State. Lot
me read portion of the speech delivered by
the chairmen of the Co-operative Wheat
Pool at the annual meeting. He congratu-
lated the Railway Department on the excel-
lent work done. He pointed out that the
pool had paid something like £3.70,000 to
the Railwa 'y Department for the hauflnee of
wheat. and in one week bad paid £E21.691.
Then he added-

While dcalinu with transrort mnatters T would
like to refer to the lack of engine power end
trucks, and particularly to the shortage of tar-
paling for the protectfion of wheat. Althougrh
the present Government have taken steps to
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itnrease thle roiling stock, I feel that the ad-
ditiunal engines and trucks under construction
Iiii not be sufficient to cope with our mcas-
hig harvests. During the season just past,
ssotwitintninding tine re-ally fine effort on the
part of the Rtailway Department, there re-
unlained in stack at country sidings, on the
23rd August-over nine mouths after haul-
ing conime,,red-94,O00 bags of our wheat

As cte average price of a bag of wheat is
13s., the quantity of wheat in country stacks
represented £70,000.

Mr. A. Wansbaougl, Was not that wlhet.t
hld foliluing purposes

Mr. THOMSON: All the wills hadl hilu
their requirements supplied.

Mr. Munn: The farmers had already beenu
paid for their wheat.

Mr. THOMSON: Assuming that they
had( received an advance, it meant that a con-
siderable sum of thle pool money, upon
whIich interest had to be paid, was lying
idle. WVhile the farmers had received their
lirst payments-

.Ar. Ilonan: And every dividend as ,t
vane to hand.

,Ar. THOTMSOX: The quicker the despatch
dvi'n to the wheat, the hotter it is for the

,',tatle. The chairman of the wvheat pool con-
tinued-

Fi ,loss tin- Go' ertiinetit are prepared to
fa ,the situation in a sbnitesnianlike manner,

I feel that not only, your interests, bilt the in-terests of tine Stale, will be Jeopardised. An
ansjpeet whielh might wvellIhe inquired into is
th n relation lbetween railiva equipment land
accommodation for ships at the port of Frne-
mantle. It is well known that congestion
must occur, end, year. at nnnr chief port if our
l,rvests conlinue I. inbvneas,-, iit it is per-
lidps not realised thnat irhereas it would be a
slow and costly nmttor to provide additional
herthing accommodation for wheat vessels at
the north wharf, by increasing the railway
eq~uipmecnt ti, port would bn, automnatically en-
langed. It is quite easy to see that if the rail-
wvays could double the daily quantity of wheat
arriving it Fretuantle, each ship would be
despatcheod in little tinor) tin half the time
tnaken at p resent, mid it would be possible to
:n-e mu ni da te nerly d oul le the nlumbser of
Shnips within a given time.
While I am gratefulh that the Government
hnave provided £150,000 for additional roll-
ijug stock, 1. hope tha~t the Treasurer-, whelt
considering the Minister's Estimates for now
trucks for. next year, will be even noon lit)-
eral than hie has beein this Year. frn the Esti-
nattes a sum ol. £75,000 is provided for On,
l',eunantlo hnr,lonn. Dlnring, the last 12
niontlns tine Fremiantle Harbour Trust paid
into Consolidated Revenue, after mepeting, all
*eiaiie5 a slim of £C142.245. There was also

an additional sum of £:8,075 from one of the
steamenrs. The member for F~remantle (AMr.
Sleenian) was anxious to know why a re-
bate should have been granted. I am not
prepared to discuss that question, and per-
Iaps it I attempted to do so I should be
ruled out of order. In say opinion, however,
the vompany did not receive as much con-
sideration ass they were entitled to. If
the principle in which the member for Fro-
mantle evidently believes was given effect
to, I should be sorry if the wheat pool were
auited in demurrage on trucks held up
at Fremautle and other ports through no
fault of theirs. I believe in the payment
of demurrage to thle Railway Department
if it is due to carelessness on the part of
people using the trucks. A sumi of £75,001)
is provided for deepening the hiarbour and
bell-unionthing thle channel, reconstructing
Victoria and North Quays, widening goods
sheds, and for minor wvorks. I am not
criticising the Treasurer for following the
custom of past years, but I think the system
is wvrong when we pay £150,000 into
Consolidated Revenue and charge such:
necessary work to loan. The cost
of maintaining the depth of the har-
bour and repairing and renewing the
wharves should be eharged to working
expenises. It is not a fair business proposi-
tion to take the profit into Consolidated
Reovenue and charge such necessary work to
loon funds. The Fremnantle harbour has in-
volved a certain capital expenditure. That
amount should he debited against the trust,
and the cost of renewals should come out of
revenue. Probably T shiall be met with the
rcl! ly that if privision were not made in the
Loan Estinintei for such expenditure, the
Treasurer would have to raise ans equivalent
amount sme other way. Be that as it may,
T consider that the present system is not in
the best interests of the State. The gross
revenue of the Fremantle Harbour Trust
for the year* was £1499,000, being in excess
of the previous record by £50,000. The sur-
plus revenue over working expenses was
E276.495. The net revenue was £276,405,
which, added to the balance brought forward
front the previous year of £29,867, makes a
total of C306,362. This has been distributed
by payments to the Treasury for the full
statutoyA obligations% fo,- the year, namely,
interest £E94,000, sinking fund £22,500. re-
newals fund £2,000, and in addition the
Treasr-y has been paid £,142,000. The bal-
ance or £18,490 wV&S s-pent in plant, etc., and
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there was carried forward a balance not
available in cash of £26,998. The trust has
a surplus revenue account which represents
the present value of the assets purchased
from revenue, and now it stands at £44,034,
the movements for the year being, purchases
£18,490, and depreciation £2,804. If every
activity of the State was showing such ex-
cellent results as are being shown by the
Fremuantle Harbour Trust, our finances
would be in a flourishing condition. The
present position is not satisfactory. I have
raised my voice on various occasions con-
cerning such large sums of money f row this
particular State activity going into the
coffers of the Stle, while further capital is
provided out of loan Ifunds. I see that
provision j' made for land resumptions in
connection with the Robb's Jetty railway
and] harbour extension. I have never dis-
cussed future extensions of the harbour with
any member of the Trust, and f am rather
amazed to find that the views I1 expressed
on a previous occasion have been amply en-
dorsed by the Harbour Trust Commissioners.

The Premier: It must have been a case
of telepathy.

Air. THOMSON: I have never met the
secretary of the Fremantle Harbour Trust.

The Premier: I said it was telepathy.
Mir. THOMSON: That may be so. At

all events I am pleased that the statement
I made in the House the other evening has
been fully' justified by the report of the
Comimissioners. Those gentlemen are at
variance with the Engineeri-in-Chief regard-
inig the depth of water in the harbour. They
soy-

The Commissioners noint out that the geo-
graphical position of. }'renmantle, making it
the first ad last port of call for the Cape and
Suez Canal routes to Europe and for the East,
enables shipowners to send their already
deeply laden ships to the port to pick up
cargo, always relying upon the stated and
promised 36 feet depth of wvater being main-
taiaed to take their vessels and the value of
this provision is amly' shown by. the number
of large deep draft steamers which call on
their homeward voyages far part cargoes of
W.1A. produce, and to enable a vessel to be
take,, safely to where her cargo is to be worked
is often the deciding factor in her calling to
Lift it. To hove aI limited area of deep water
necessitating a vessel being kept there while
her part cargo hais to he specially loaded up
and carried to lher, would eften involve costs
wlhit' would makeIC rho bu~siness impossible,
.and such a failure could aol. but be detri-
miental to the port and the progress of develop-
mient iii a' State. War these majin reasons
the Commuissioners hav derided that in de-

signs for extensions to Fremnantle harbour, the
full 363 feet depth of water :lready stated to
the shipowners of the world must he main-
tamned as welt as the fall 1,400) feet clear water
width between luays as ot present.

In the scheme outlined there is a narrowing
down to 800 feet. When the member for
Fremantle was speaking, it seemed that he
w~as talking with a k-nowitdge of what the
nautical people of Frenmantle bad in view.
The Commissioners go on to say-

Since the above was written, the Engineer-
in-Chief has placed his report and recomnien-
dations in the hands Of The Government. 'I,
concurs that the time has lecn reached in the
development of the State u'lmen additions to
Fremiantle Harbour must be seriously con-
sidered and recommends tlhat the first exten-

sion should he made up the river to a point
that lie has selected for a combined road
and railway bridge, hut in constructing this
extension, provision be ade for a gradually
lessening width till 8011 feet is reached at the
bridge and that the depth oif water shall lie
832 feet in place oIf 36 feet. The site chosen
is abiout 1,000 feet albove the present road
bridge. For still further expansion in the
future, the Eigincer-in-Chior recommends the
construction of a.n outer harbour to the north-
ward of thme North Mole :mid entvred thmrough
the moile from the present entrance channel.
The Comm~issioners have sttm'gly recommended
to the Govermnent that in the extension uIP
the river it is essentiaIl that thme twoe main fea-
tin-es which have made Fremiantle so note-
worthy and which have alwvays been promised]
to the shipowners of the werld as a port, viz.,
the full 1,400 feet in width i" thme clear wharf.-
to wharf and the full flepth of 36 feet shaill
lie pn-ovided for wvith the further provision
that in all wharf piling the piles salli lie
di-iven sufficiently deeply to permit of a depth
of 40 feet being obtained in the future when
necessary.

'MrNorth; Especially when ships are
getting bigger, and not smaller.

Mr. TH-OMSON: The Comimissioners
continue-

Fremnantle is essentially a port for large
ov-erseas ships and tI,, Commissioners are
anxious lest in the endeavour to save soe
cost at the comnucemient a still far greater
cost will have to be met later on when the de-
crased width and depth recommnended by the
Engineer-in-Chief ,A-ill have to he increased.
Thme pilot kaff urge from a navigational point
of view that the full width must be main-
tained to ensure safety and facility in hand-
ling large vessels. The Commissioners have
al1.o recom1112inedd that in the bridge proposed
to hie designed nod built by the Engineer-ia-
Chief Provision should be mlade in the design
for putting in an opening span in the future
so as to permit of vessels being taken through
it. This was recommended by the Canmmis-
sioniers ii' 1923 for the bridge to be built in
the vicinity of the liltsent road bridge, but it-
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was not gone on with. The Engineer-in-Chief
reconunends that no extension of the harbour
up-river shall be made avethe site of his
bridge, but the future expansion should be in
the form of an outer harbour, but in this the
Comunissioners do not agree and they desire
to save the contry the much heavier expense
of building de nova an opening bridge in the
future by the forethought of providing at the
commencement for an opeing when such is
required. With regard to the outer harbour
scheme, the Commissioners and their profeas-
sional officers do not regard this recommenda-
tion with favour as they consider that all
harbour extensions should be in an up-river
direction, at any rate ast f.;r as Rocky Bay,
where a system ot docks could he constructed
sufficient with the harbour up to that point
to accommodate the shipping business of Fre-
mantle f or many years.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That coincides with
Sir George Buchanan's view.

The Premier: Sir George Buebanan will
be glad to know that he has the backing of
such experts.

Mr. THOMLVSON: The pilots urged that
instead of there being- a narrowing down to
S0oft. the Harbour should he Sofift. wider.
These men have to navigate the ships and
carry the full responsibility of bringing them
in -and taking them out of the harbour. Some
slight notice should be laken of the recoin-
nientlalions of these practical men. The saint
thiiig applies to the extension up the river.
T am pleased that my views have been en-
dorsed by men whose everyday business it is
to administer and look after the Fremantle
Hlarbour. Their recommendations at all
events are worthy of consideration. The Gov-
ernment hare however given us an assurance
that we shall have an opportunity to dis-
cuss the matter when the next Estimates
come forward. I trust the Premier
will see that a further examination
is made of the proposal, and that
there will be no vostly mistake or
blunder. I see that the Government
have miade some provision for water sup-
plies in the country. Along the Great South-
era line that is a serious problem. I do not
wish to appear parochial, but this is the only
opportunity I shall have of dealing -with the
matter. A deputation of residents of Rat-
anning asked me to impress upon the Min-
ister for Water Supply the desperate posi-
tion. with which Katanning is faced. Our
water supply has cost hetwe-in £18,000 and
;C29,000, but it is far from satisfactory. En-
gineers have visited the district, and we are
anxiously awaiting their -report. The only
supply of water that the Great Southern dis-

tricts get is that which falls froma the heavens.
Fortunately, it does fall in a good many
cases. We have to depend entirely upon
catchment areas. There are very few flowing
streamns, and most of the creeks are salt or
inclined to be brackish. A request has been
put forward for an extension of the gold-
fields water scheme to the Great Southern
line. I do not know whether that is pratie-
able.

Mr. A. Wansborough : What about the
Two People Bay supply I

Mr. THOMASON: T do not know whether
that scheme would he piRaciicable. There are
niany town s alIong the i n e i hat woul d require
in be supplied with water. I propose to take
111 with the Minister the question whether Ft
water supply can be given to the Great
Southern districts. A suim of £1I,769,992 has
been se', aside for agricultural development.
That is; made up of sums for the financing of
the discharged soldier se;ttlement scheme,
gronp settlement, Induistries Assistance
Board, wire nelting, pine planting, additions
to the agoricultural school at Narrogin, State
farms, additional capital for the Agricul-
tural B~ank, passages for migrants, additions
to the Agricultural College, and the Midland
abattoirs But there are one or two
points on which I hope the Minister
will be preppared to furnish .a little
more information than is now avail-
able. For instance, there are advances
under- the discharged soldier settlement
scheme; recoup to loan suspense; Peel
Fketate, roads and drains; Peel Estate, Stake
Hill bridge, tidal gates and other works as
authorised. I hope the Minister will supply
information regarding what is intended. The
dIrainage work is no doubt essential, and the
Government are committed to it. In view of
the enormous expenditure already incurred
on the Peel Estate, however, I do hope the
Government will not, unless it is absolutely
cssentiaj for the transference of settlers to
oth er parts of the estate, embark on further
extensive road construction there. Thea
there is £1,300,000 for group settlement and
migration. Under the heading of "Works"
we find such details as contribution of the
State's proportion to Federal aid roads h'n
group getlement. areas, roads in the Dussel-
ton, Denmark, Northcliffe., Manjimup and
other groups, drainage in the Busslton. Den-
mark end other areas in South-Western and
Southern Districts, and roads and drainar-e
works as authorised. I hope the Minister
will not regard me ac; lnduly inquisitive, but

2 32 1
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it would be informative if, when Loan Esti-
mates were being prepared, fuller informa-
tion could be made available, provided the
cost would not be too much. The Auditor
General's report, on page 25, states the total
expenditure charged to group settlement at
£C4,695,418 8s. 9d. One would like to Imow
what additonal expenditure is to be incurred.
In asking for the information I am not in
any way declaring that the South-West
should not be developed. It must be
developed. It also seeins to me that
the Auditor General is raising a query'
as to the amount charged for interest
in connection with group settlements.
He says that soiue of the interest has
been transferred to revenue as a charge
against Loan funds. In my opinion, if it
is at a practicable the difference between
the interest the State is being charged and
the interest that is charged to group settlers
should be placed in a suspense account and
not treated as revenue at all. I have been
inquiring of people resident in the South-
West what is the fair value of the pasture
lands being laid down there, and the highest
estimate I have received from anyone is £C21,
per acre.

The Minister for Railways: The value is
£-50 per acre in Tasmania, with a similar
rainfall. The idea that group settlements
are to be written down should not be encour-
aged.

Mr. TITOMSON X: I do not encourage the
idea, because I consider it represents the
only way of putting group settlers on a -t
isfactory basis. What is the use of charg-
ing a man land tax and income tax if he is3
on a hopelessly over-capitalised property? 7
If wve can place himn in the happy positionl
of being able to pay rates and taxes, he
will be a Much better asset to the State.
However, I am merely giving an illustration
of the value puit on thc South-Westcr pan-
lure lands by practical men, including mema-
bers of Parliament. Their valuations riim
from £10 to £20 per acre, though some of
the pastures are placed a little higher.

The 'Minister for Railways: Like all West-
ern An stinlians, your informants have no
proper appreciation of the value of Westerr
Australian lands.

Mr. THOMSON: A. proper appreciation
can be arrived at by taking into account the
kind of living land will give under proper
cultivation. Tndeed, that is the only reliable
means of arriving at the value.

The Mini-;ter for Railways: If these lands
were in Tasmania with a similar rainfall,

you would place a much higher valuation
on them.

Mr. THOMSON: If our wheat lands were
in the Wimniern district, they would be
worth £20 per acre.

The Minister for Railways: They lprOduco,
just as much as the'Wimmera lands.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not want to see
our wheat lands and other lands bringing as
inuch as, £20 per acre, because that is not
in the interests of the State. The value of
land depends entirely upon its produc-
tivity.

Hont. Sir Jamnes Mitchell: Vie value of
land depends upon the v'alue of its product.
If wheat were bringing 10s. per bushel, our
wheat lands would be worth £30 per acre.

Mr. THOMSON: I do not wish to enter
into a discussion of land values on these
Loan Estimates. A sum of £C1,300,000 is
provided for agricultural development, and
we recognise that roads are part and parcel
of land development. Still, I hope the Min-
ister will he able to give us a little more
information than is available at the present
muoment. Now I want to deal briefly with
main roads. On these Estimates £10,000 is
provided for salaries, and £C15,000 for do-
partmental incidentals; and further on there
is an item of £300,000 representing the
amiount of our contribution to the Mlain
Roads fund. Apparently we aire going to
spend only about half of that amount, as
there is an estimated unexpended balance of
£131,000 odd. The explanatory note to tile
item reads;-

Contribution to Federal Aid Roads and
balance of 'Main 'Roads Development Grants;
Construction and improvements to roads and
bridges throughout the State, including the
North-West, as nuthorised, and grants to local
authorities.
T know, of course, that the mnoney for the
rants has been allocated: but it woald be

informative to members if a schedule were
supplied showing bow the money is being
distributed and among wnat districts. In-
deed, I regard such a schedule as necessary.
There is another item of £C650,000 for road
construction, and £.120,000 is earmarked for
the Canning-road. T presume the Minister
in charge will be able to state what the Gov-
ernment propose to do with tese moneys.
The ainount for the Canning-road seems an
enormous one to spend on a single road. T
recognise the necessity for putting main
roads in order, and I am not seeking infor-
mation from any selfish motive, or from any
opposition to the expenditure. I merely de-
sire monre informantio-n on the items. I have
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mentioned. A policy of 5-year grants has
been laid down for main roads; that is to
say, a district submits. the roads it wishes
to have constructed, and then knows that
each year it will receive approximately
£C2,000 to spend within its boundaries ou
road construction. Though I kn~ow it is
against the Government's policy, I strongly
urge them to consider the calling of tenders
for these roads. It has frequently been as-
serted that tenders cannot he obtained fur
this class of work, and that contractors will
not incur the expense of purchasing machin-
ery for road construction; but if we put into
effect the five-year policy to which the Corn-
rnonwealth has practically agreed, and if
then we call tenders for road construction
extending over five year;, contractors -will
be found, or contracting companies will be
formed, to undertake the work and to face
the expense of obtaining up to date machin-
ery for road construction. I earnestly ask
the Government to consider that phase of
the question. I am strongly in favour of
tenders being called~ and of the department
also submitting a tender at the same time.
If the department's price is the lowest, let
the department have the work, and if there
is any loss the State will have to make it up.

Hon. 0. Taylor: What do you suggest
should happen to the engineer responsible?

Mr. THOMSON: Unless he could give
sound reasons why his estimate had been
exceeded, I am afraid that for my part he
would be looking for another job.

Hon. W. J. George: Who is to deter-
mine the soundness of the reasons-the Mini-
ister 7

Mr. THOMSON: If an engineer under-
takes to construct certain work at a given
price and fails, it is only right that he
should stand up to his mistake.

Hon. W. J1. George: Is it fair to hold
him to a loss, but give him nothing when he
shows a profit?

Mr. THOMSON: If the hon. member
will have a little patience he will find that
I have a practical solution to offer. If we
put a man in a position of responsibility,
I would do exactly with him as I do with
men in charge of my own works, namely,
I would give him a bonus when he showed
a profit. If a man shows by his executive
ability that he is able to construct roads
more cheaply than can the private contra.-
tors, T would give him a substantial bonns
in recognition of his services. The Govern-
ment, when they have small country work
in hand, do call for tenders. If it is fair

and reasonable to call for tenders for the
construction of schools and similar build-
ings in the country, it should also be rea-
sonable to call for tenders when hundreds
of thousands of pouinds are involved in the
construction of roads and railways. I hope
we shall receive more information about the
Main Roads Board than we have had in
the past. If all reports be true, there is a
certain degree of chaos and disorder in the
work of that board. I believe that has
a risen through our action in attempting to
rush the construction of roads in a manner
far from economicaL. I hope that now the
chairman of the board has returned, some
better policy will be laid down. This Main
Roads Board suddenly became one of our
largest spending departments, and we en-
deavoured to evolve an organisation so
quickly that I am afraid it has been very
costly. As I say, now that the chairman
has returned from abroad I hope things will
be placed on a very much better footing
than they arc at present. Coming to local
matters, I find in the Estimates provision
for the erection of and additions to court-
houses and other buildings. At Katanning,
increased courthouse accommodation is long
overdue. It is a disgrace to -the Depart-
ment of Justice that in an important town
such as Katanning, when the order is given
to clear the court there is no available room
for the witnesses, male and female. They
have to go right outside, and if it be rain-
ing the police sergeant makes his room
available for them, while if the weather is
fine they can go and sit on the street kerb-
ing. T hope the Minister for Justice will
see to it that provision is made for much-
needed additions to the Katanning court-
house. When I turn to the Agricultural
Department I say quite frankly that I
shudder to think of what would happen
if we had a fire in the department's build-
ing at. Katanning. A mass of valuable re-
cords is stored there, the destruction of
which would place the department in a seri-
ous position. Again, I urge the Premier
to give earnest consideration to the provi-
sion of a very much better building for the
State Savings Bank at Katanning. It is
the avowed policy of the Government to
popularise the State Savings Bank. Sonic
of the Ministers have seen the accommoda-
tion provided at Katanning, and I think
they agree with me that we cannot expect
to exp~and the bank's business until we give
better accommodation than exists at pre-
sent. I have touched upon these smaller
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items from the point of view of my own
electorate. I hope that in the Loan Esti-
mates next year, particularly in respect of
expenditure on roads, we shall have very
much fuller details than have beeni afforded
us this year.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [5.38]: On
receiving these Estimates, naturally'we look
to see what is provided for our respective
electorates. 1 regret to say that apparently
I have not been able to accomplish very
much.

The Premier: Oh, be cheery. Don't be
downhearted!

Mr. BROWN: On last year's Estimates
were several items for work in my electorate,
but that work has not been carried out yet.
As to the L1,50,000 to be spent upon im-
provements to opened railways, if the Min-
ister were to inform. us bow that money is
to be spent in detail, it might save a great
deal of unnecessary talk. One evergreen
subject with tue is the deplorable condition
of the Pingelly railway station. I think Mr.
Collier, when Minister for Railways many
years ago, had a look at that citation. I do
not remember exactly whether it was Mr.
Collier or MNr. Scaddan who said it would
be a good job if somebody pitt a match to it.

The Premier: Certainly I did not.
Mr. BROWN: Yet that railway station is

still there. Very' frequently the platform
proves to he all too short, for five or six
coachies extend beyond it, and old people
have to climb down as best they can. So
heavy is the traffic on the Great Southern
railway that we have tremendously long
trains, and in consequence the platforms are
altogether inadequate.

Hon. W. J. George: In some countries,
platforms have been done away with.

Mi~r. BROWN: If that system is intro-
duced here, we shall have to reorganise and
rebuild our coaches, adding steps to them,
like those on the trans-Australian railway.
The accommodation at the Pingelly railway
station is altogether inadequate, and is a
po-sitive disgrace to the railway system.

The Minister for Railways: Tell us about
Brookton, where there is a very complete
station.

Mr. BROWN: Yes, it is a splendid sta-
tion at Brockton, although the department
derives from Brookton Only half the revenue
that is collected at Pingelly. The revenue
from Pingelly is increasing every year. T
cannot say whether there ist on the Estimates

provision for the building of a railway sta-
tion at Pingelly, but I understand a certain
amount of money is to he allocated to that
purpose. The engineers went there and
picked out, a site, and I think plans have
been prepared, but 1 do not know whether
the necessary money is included in these
Estimates.

The Minister for Railways: You pass
these Estimates and you will find you are
lucky.

Hov. Sir JamtesMthel If you do
pass, them you will never get your station;
they ought to be reduced.

Mr. BROWN: We can congratulate our-
selves upon having a railway system of
something like 4,000 or 5;000 miles, although
wve are only a handful of people. However,
there are many improvements that ought to
he effected for the welfare of the people
using the railways. I have been trying to
get a stockyard for Stretton ever since I
have been in Parliament. I have received
from the department communications stat-
ing that when funds are available this stock-
yard shall be provided. I cannot say
whether there is any money for the purpose
on therse Estimates. Stretton is a thriving
s.heep district., and the number of sheep there
is increasing rapidly. Still, to have to travel
miles sway to get a yard is very inconvenient
to the farmers.

Tfhe Minister for Railways: Stretton is
seven on a list of 27. So you are getting
well up.

,1lr. BROWN: It has taken four years of
hard battling to get that far. I have often
referred to the necessity for fencing our
sidings. Notting produced 56,000 bags of
wheat last year; yet the siding is unfenced,
in the open bush. I ask is it feasible to put
a stack of 56,000 bags in anm unfenced area
and leave it there for stock to comne along
arid damage it9 That is by no means de-
sirable. I can remember when people were
a dvoca ting the f encing in of the whol e of the
Great Southern railway. f believe it is now
fenced in on both sides. Yet here we have a
siding that produiced 56,000 bags of wheat
last year, notwithrtanding which the Govern-
ThOnt refused to fence it in.

The Minister for Railways: You know the
conditions.

Mr. BROWN: When that siding wag an-
thorised, nobody expected that 56,000 bags
of wheat would be delievad there. Money
ought to have been provided for conveni-
enecs such as those to which I have ref erred.
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It is possible that there are other places in
the State where some money should also be
spent for the benefit of the public. I am
proud of our railway system; I travel on it
every week, and whilst the conveniences are
good, the attention from the offiis leaves
nothing to be desired. Considering that we
have only a Sft. 6in. gauge, the pace the
trains get up is, remarkable. I have been
in trains that have travelled between 40 and
50 miles en hour. 1 do not know whether
that is beyond the regulation speed.

Hon. W. J. George: Our average is 36
miles.,

Mr. BR3OWN: Why, the Trans train does
not do that.

Hon. WV. J. George: I have travelled at
a speed of 60 miles on our lines, but that is
expensive onl the maintenance.

Mr. BROWN: Members are aware that
the first time I spoke in this House I advo-
cated the construction of the Brookton-Dele
railway, and urged that it be built as quickly
as possible. I urged that the line should 'be
built to Ralgarin. In my opinion it should
go to Kondinin and eventually junction with
Akrmadale, making a short cut to Fremantle.
Last session a Bill was to be introduced for
the construction of this line, but at the last
moment it was withdrawn. Possibly its
withdrawal was to my advantage. In the
Governor's opening speech this session it is
distinctly set out that a Bill will be intro-
duced for the construction of this line. The
Premier also intimated that it would be sub-
mitted. Now we find it is going to be
shelved. What is behind it all 9 I fail to
see why the Premier cannot take the House
into his confidence and let us know the
reas;on. The people at Kalgarin have been
living in anticipation of the construction of
the line for some years.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: It is the most necs-
sary line in the whole State.

Mir. BROWN: Ye;, absolutely.
MAr. Lindsay: Mfine is the most necessary.
Mir. BROWN: Of course, there is no place

like Toodyny, which, we are always being
told, will grow ten times more wheat than
any other place in Australia! The counltry
that is heing developed to the east of Kal-
garin will, in a little time to come, leave
Toodysy a long way behind in the matter of
wheat production. In expectation of the rail-
way bcing built the people out there have
cleared more acres and have put more acres
nder crop. They have been working under

difficulties ever since they have been out
there, and those difficulties will continue
whien they start moving their crop into Ron-
dinin. They are in the samie position to-day
that they were in three or four years ago.

Mr. Latham: It is breaking- the hearts of
the best people we have ever put on the
land,

Mr. BROWN: That is so. The men in
thlat country arc of a type we should be
proud cf. They are living in hopes the whole
time that something will be realised and that
they will be able to get a little nearer to the
railway than they are at present. I was told
the other day that faruers were growing
wheat 50 mniles from Kondinin. I know for
a fact that there is a very big acreage tinder
crop 3J5 releo from Kondinin. We all realise
that it is impossible to make farming pay
when settlers are so f ar away f rom a railway.
Tt is impassible to farm at a distance greater
than 12% miles, yet these poor individuals to
whom I have referred are obliged to farm
year after year away out in the bush, and
the saddest feature is that they appear
to be as far away as ever fromi the construc-
tion of a railway to their locality. I am one
of those, who, if I advocate aL certain thing,
and I am defeated, I take it as a sport would
and abide by the decision, but in this case I
still say- emphaticaly that there should be
no further delay in the construction of this
railway. I trust that the next time we speak
on the Address-in-Reply or on the Loan Es-
timates something will have been accom-
plished.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: We ought to have the
Bill this session.

Mir. BROWN: T am pleased that the Gov-
ernment have passed the Bill to authorise the
construction of at railway to Wiluna. The ar-
gument used yesterday was that Geraldton
was the natural port for that new goldfield,
and thait a considerable saving in distance
-would he effected by the construetion of the
railway from Meekatharr. If it is so, then
the Government have taken the proper course.
1 can prove that Fremnantle is the natural
port of the Kalgarin district and that when
the railway is construcated considerable traffic
to this port will result. T have been asked
to inquire whether there would be any chance
of the G4overment aarecine to a dump for the
wheat from the Kalgirin district. In my
opinion that is not advisable beause we do
not know where it is to go. If the whea~t is
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to remnain. iii the dump the loss is bound to
be considerable. The Government, however,
eon Id do something to help thie settlers by sub-
sidisiuig them to got their wheat to the nearest
railway station.

Mr. lE. B. Johnston: It is costing 6d. per
bushel to get the wheat to the siding.

M1r. BROWN: In some eases it is costing
2s. a bag, to get it in at the present time.
At. one period those settlers formed them-
selvesi into a company and bought two or
three mnotor truck;, on credit, of course. Al
the settlers were working on Agricultural
B-ank money. But the expenses of this
rolilpiny were too high and it was not
possible to carry it on. Some of the indi-
vidual farmers have trucks now, but a 1-ton
truck can carry only 12 to 15 bags of
wheat with safety. It is too slow at process
altogether. During the present seasonL Kal-
garia should have over 100,000 bags. Imag-
ine what that would mean in feeding our rail-
ways! If the Government can do something
to relieve thme position, they should certainly
dto so, and I suggest that they should sub-
sidlise the farmiers to get their wheat to Ron-
dinimi. I hope next time .I speak on the Loan
Estimates I sh-cll hmave a inore pleasing story
to, tell, one that will at any rate be more sat-
isflving to ine. I have no desire to look at
these muatters in a parochial light; I dvew

themn from the point of vie-w that they
are of benefit to the whole State. I am
aware that the Treasurer has heavy demsands
on his pulrse, and] that these demands come
from every part of the State. He has to
work carefully, otherwise be would soon
find himself, like the rest of us, short of
vash, before the end of the flinancial year. We
are supposed lo b~e getting cheap migration
Money, but I often wonder whether in the
enid it is going- to be cheap money. One of
the conditions is thaL We Must settle a mi-
grant for every £75 we receive- If that he
.so, we musct find land for thos--e people. I
look at the position from the point of view
of our own boys, who are unable to get hold-
ings at the present tivie. If we bring mi-
g0,its to the State, we must find land for
them, hut when we have to look after our
owvn boys who hanve been reared on fanns, it
is dimfieilt to sgee how we are going to place
all the migrants. Our own people will make
most successfuil settlers wherever it is pos-
sible to be successfufl. I sincerely trust the
Government will he able to do something on
the lines I have indicated.

MR, GRIFFITHS (Avon) [5.571: In go-
ig through the Loan Estimates one is struck

with several things, particularly in regard
to the large amount it is expected will be
spent this year. Of the total of 424 millions,
only £305,000 will be devoted to the eon-
struetion of new railways. The Leader of
the Opposition last evening stated that, were
lie in charge at the present time, he would
spend the greater part of this total upon
railways because they would he the best pay-
ing p~roposition of the lot. There is sound
sense behind that statement because surplus
earnings go towards. paying interest and
sinking fund on the money we raise. If
there be no surplus earnings, the money
miust come out of revenue. Regarding rail-
ways, I notice that £00,000 is being provided
for the Albany-Denmark extension, £C5,000
for the Brookton-Dale line, £5,000 for the
Yrarranmony Eastward line referred to yes-
terday by the Teader of the Opposition as
one of the "God-bless-you" lines, £80,000 for
the Ejanding Northwards line, £4,000 for
land resumption for new lines, £15,000 for
surveys, and £C20,000 for watter supplies. The
Leader of the Opposition told us that
£305,000 was to he spent on new railways.
I mkake tle total £244,000, but I presume
the luilance will be for rails and fastenings,
etc. There is also £25,000 provided for the
Kalkalling-Bnllflnt'h line, so that in those
two railways alone-Kalklliag-Bullfinoh
and EJiunding Northwards-no less than
£C105,000 i.., to be provided. On the recon-
struetion of the Ca nninag-road 1 notic that
£121,"000 is to be spent. This is £C16,000 in
exess of what is to be spent on the two
railways I mnentioned. That is really
£16,000 in excess of the funds to be spent
111)011 those0 two railways. I have nothing
to say regarding the Canning road, but it
seems extraordinary that such a large sumn
of money should be set aside for that one
road. There may he some special reason for
it; it may be a military road.

Mir. R. B. Johnston: Thea the Federal
(4overnment should pay for it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I presumec that if the
road is partly under Federal jurisdiction,
the Commonwealth will supplement that
amount by a further £121,000.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I do not think it is a
military road.

Mr. GRIFFITHS.: Whatever the explana-
tion may be. it i9 certainly a very large
sum for that one road, particularly in view
of the expenditure contemplated on two irs-
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portant agricultural lines. Then again, un-
der the heading of "Development of Agri-
eulture," many items appear. One refers
to pine plantation for which £10,000 has
been set aside. I do not knowv that that work
can be regarded under the heading of agri-
cultural development. I notice that in all
£1,671,500 is set aside under that heading
and £E100,000 is included for Agricultural
Bank capital. I suppose these and other
items come under the agricultural heading,
but we find that the group settlements ac-
count for £1,300,000 of the total. When we
mention agriculture, we have corns to re-
gard that as referring to the wheat areas,
and at first glance the total vote may appear
to be a large sum to he expended upon the
development of agriculture. I find, however,
that migration for the groups accounts for
£1,150,000 and another £150;000 is ear-
marked for wvorks in connection with group
settlement. That accounts for the £1,300,000
to which I have referred. Deducting that
frorn the total vote, it means that£611)
only is set aside for the development of agri-
culture under other general headings. .[t
does hot seem quite right to attribute all
those items to agriculture, yet members seem
to think that we should be delighted when
such a large total is indicated in the Loan
Estimates. Regarding water supply andl
s ewerage works, £122,000 is to be spent on
sewerage overations in Perth and Fremnantle
and £238,000 onl the metropolitan water sup-
ply3. That gives a total of £860,000 or ex-
actly double the amount to be spent on the
provisiofl of water supplies in the agricul-
tural areas. for which £180,000 is allocatedi.
T do not mention that in any carping spirit,
because we know that the development of
the country areas renders it necessary to
make futrther provision for the city and town
areas.

Mr. North: But the vote provides a good
dleal more rer head in the country.

Mr; Clydesdale: For which the peCople ii,
the metropolitan ar-ea have to pay.

Mr. GRIFFTTHS: U7nder the heading of
administration. £174.61? is provided, which
ian increase for the year of £32,000. T take

it that mney will he spread over the various
departments. We recognise that as the State
progrvsecs, naturally administrative costs
must increase, but, nevertheless, that is an
extraordinarily large amount fo,- which. I
presume, theme is some explanation. For
buildingrs. £100.000 is set aside. Under that
heading may T draw the attention of the

Minister for Justice to a recommendation of
the Commisionier of Police regarding the
necessity for improved police accommoda-
tion at Tammin.

The Minister for Justice: You know that
is on the list!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is So. Dealing
with road-making, before the Minister for
Works left for the Eastern States 1 made
available to him certain information that
was in my possession. I thouight it would
be likely to aid him in his discussions in the
Eastern States. We are differently situated
from the people in Victoria. We could put
11 Vietorias into this State. We have under
400,000 people here, whereas there are over
2,000,000 people in Victoria; we have 33t
per cent, of Australia's land space, whereas
Victoria has only three per cent.; we have
975,920 square wiles whereas Victoria has
only 87.884 square miles. In that State of
small territory and dense population there
are plans and specifications fixed up for the
whole of Australia. Consequently the-y send
us here plans and specifications for what
I might call super excellent roads. They
may lu- nil very well for Victoria, but are out
of all reason in the drier areas of our State.
Victoria has'flve times our population and we
have 11 times their area. What we want here
is not chains of super excellent roads, but
miles and miles of good pioneering roads.
That applies more particularly to the drier
areas in the wheat belt, although I know
that in the wetter parts of the State in
the South-West more substantial types of
roads must be constructed. The big item
in connection with road waking is not the
original construction, but the aubsequenz
maintenance and upkeep. In Kellerberria
the people have gone in for wide earthen
formations, which are 44 feet wide within
five miles of the towvn and 33 feet wide
beyond that distance. They have had to
carry out certain repairs on those forma,-
tions. Three of the roads have been conl-
structed uinder departmental jurisdiction
or by the department. From October, 1925,
to Aug'ist. 1926, £35 7s. 2d. was spent on
the North Kellerberrin road; from October
1025 to November 1026, £43 10s. was spent
on the Solith Kellerberrin road; and from
Mafirch 1927 to April 1027, £E19 4s. was spent
on the South-West Kellerberrin road. They
are not long stretches of road, but tho
maintevance has cost just under £100 for
the periods I have mentioned. Members
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can contrast that with the following ru-
port I have received from the district:-

We have a stretch of ou~r own gravelling
westward fronm the town past MT. Mt. A.
McCabe 'a house. This was, fixed up nine years
ago and has been re-gradud twice only in
that time, although it carries fully five times
the motor traffic that anyf ctbher road in ow-
district does. Almost aLl the three roads in-
tioned will require retouching next wvinter.

I want to emphasise that point because on
th9se three small stretchecs of roadway, the
maintienance and upkeep has run inito a
fairly large amount, although the roads are
comparatively new. Recently 1 asked fo:
a return to be tabled in connection with
soldier settlement along, the route of I he
Yarramony-Eastward railway.

S3itting suspeosdedt from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GlRJFFITVHS: L ulliz referring to tic
return that I had asked should be placed
on the Table of the h1ouse. I1 asked Cur
that return not inl aniy carp~ilg or falt-
finding spirit, but to -get certai informna-
tion that .1 felt assuired would bring clearly
hwncl to Mfinisters the position of the re-
turned soldiers settled til ing, thle route of?
the Yarramony eastwards railway. T asked
for particulars~ of the soldiers settled in
that district and was informed that the
numbher was 58. stone of whiomn were within
19-1/2 wiles of i, rmiiwa . Those woul d het
the men settled at the Merrenhin and Varr-
manly ends. Of Federal money advanced
there has been £26,1599 and othier advanes
amount to £03,675, making a total f
£79,774. T asked for those particulars at
the instigation of a deputation of returnled
soldiers, who waited upon me and ponintedi
out how difficult their position was becomn-
tug. I already had a list of the soldiers
nettled along the proposed route, but anl
additional list was given in the return. It
showed that the bigger proportion of the
soldiers were 1.5, 16, 17, 1.8 and 19 miles
distant from a railway, while distances oif
22 and 23 miles were common. As the men
pointed out, to cart 22 or 23 miles was a
burden they could not hear. It really
placed them in ant uneconomic position,' and
year by year their position was becommtc
worse. The Premier will remember a
depuitation that waited. upon him, inelud-
iue a egrtain representative of the returned
soldiers, who stressed the points I am
makinre now. The, particularly emphasisedl
the difficulty of long cartage and the tre-

ulend1 'iis wadLe kir tilme in going to and
Imowi the sidingb. Whlen deinobil isatiox
took pine' . thonsatids, of mien tad to be
transported t'roit W1ngland and Francte to
Western Auistralia. Tile 0edlerml. Govern-
ment re-u gised the dilie tilty with whichi
e:Iel State was u-utronted, and placed er-
I til inlds at thle disposal of tite States for
the settlement of returnedl soldiers. [
midhlrxtaril that. lver a miillion and a hallF
or* illOmlt ,wasv provided for- Western Aoit-
tnril. * N- nevogitised that it wats aeis-
sarIT to li, miany ill thle ret titiedl inea
hanstily onl thlt land inl ordler to -,et thlem
away from the towns, If they were lecit
idlin~g ahoL ilthe towns it was thoug~ht thiere
utigh it he sonie trouble. Tints thle Federal
G overnument recognised that there must hie
NohLiC losset-; mid I believe a miillion and a
ha If lot.s been vredite-d to this State to mleet
hose losses. Whien suich money has beent

1 ihired at the disposail of. a State for the
,witiettett of returnedl soldiers,. it is hiardlyv
playing tilie gatte to leave hita -so dis-
ailva iiiageu usi y phtic ci as rega irdI transport
ho-ilir mx. Fartoters, cannot make srood when
Iliter arec 22 or 23 miles lion a siding, and
"'lien to thant is adlded the( loain deht, it will
lie recognised that their position is becom-
in!_ unsond and that ceh year tinds. thmin
gretting deeper and deeper into debit. 'rhic y
have asked Ine to appeal to the (4overinuera
to considieri I le position. rrhev desire tll.
Premier to miake. sonic annou~nCement aS
re galds piroviding- them with transport
facilities. When thiey were 1 laeod onl thiri
Mlocks they felt that it was intended to pro-
vide adequate tranisport facilities, and on
that ground T appeal to the Premier to Raw
when sonxethinz is likely to be done fot
the returned soldiers, apart from flic
civilian -;ettlers. The return states that
of 26 soldliers placed on Quellagetting, oniv
-even are, left. T tunde inquiries to-day ait
the Lands Department aLnt! found that
amiongst the soldiers settled on the Qacila-
trettinz Estate itself there has been only
one ehttnzc. T presume the reforeace in
the return is to the district generally. T1
sems deplorable that 19 out of 26 settlers
in the Quellagetting area should have beetn
s tarred off their holdings. I hope the
Premier will be able to give us some idesv
when ste.ps will he taken to meet the re-
qirirements oif those settlers. I should like
him to say whether they will have to wail
a year or perhaps for ever.
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Rion. G. Taylor :A sort of K~athleen
Mavourneen.

Mr. 'ARTFFLTIlS: I do not think the
Premier meant his remarks in the way that
somne of the settlers have interpreted them.
They do not regard the matter as one for
joking and I am quite sure the Premier
does not. I appeal to him to say* when
something is likely to be done. I know he
must find it difficult to meet all the de-
mnands made by city, North-West, Country
and Eroldfields members. All of them re-
quire something and to satisfy everyonc
is impossible. It seems to me that the
putting of £5,000 on lost year's Estimates,
not spending it, and then putting it on
this years Estimates again is only raising
false hopes.

Air. E. B. Johnston: Your £5,000 is there
again this year, but the £10,000 provided
for the Ralgarin railway last year is not
there this year.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: But the preliminary
survey has been fixed for the Kalgarin rail-
way, so that the hon. member Deed not
worry. A lot of the people take strong ex-
eeption to the building of a new line to serve
country that has not been settled anything
like so long as the Yarramony country.
The member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay)
may not agree with them, but they contend
that the Yarramony line having been ap-
proved by Parliament, it should be con-
structed before the Ejstnding northwards
line. 1 do not object to the construction
of the Ejanding northwards line, or to any
other agricultural railway.

Mr. Carboy: People in the Ejanding
northwards area are out 70 miles from a
railway.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: But many of those
people have gone there only in recent years
and many of the settlers in the Yarramony
district have been there 20 years. I admit
that railways are needed. As the Leader
of the Opposition pointed out last night it
would be wise to spend more money on re-
productive works to open up the country.
Agricultural railways will be wealth pro-
ducing. When we find that more money is
spent on a road in the metropolitan area
than on two agricultural railways, well, It
does not appeal to the man on the land
who is situated a long distance from a rail-
way. I have no small matters to ventilate
to-night, but I hope the Premier will make
some announcement on the question I have
emphasised.

MR.. E. B. JOHNSTON (Willinins-Nar-
rogin) [7.41]: The Loan Estimates this year
providing for an expenditure of £4,829,409
are prepared ou lines that certainly meet
with the general approval of most of us as
regards the bulk of. the expenditure. The
money is to be devoted largely to the de-
velopment of the mining and agricultural
industries, the carrying on of group settle-
ment, the provision of capital for the Agri-
cultural Bank and the Industries Assistance
Board, the improvement of our harbours and
rivers, the construction of roads and bridges,
the improvement of our railways, and to
some extent the construction of new rail-
ways. The Leader of the Opposition and
the Leader of the Country Party have re-
viewed the expenditure fully and their gen-
ora! criticism, 1 think, will be approved by
members on this side of the House. I desire
more particularly to refer to the attitude
of the Government regarding the construc-
tion of railways that have been authorised
in this State, and I urge that this is the
direction in which greater expedition is re-
quired. When the Ljoan Estimates oie
before Parliament each year not only mem-
hers, but people right through oui vilely
settled areas, particularly where the newer
settlement bas taken place, look to see
whether the railways that have been pro-
wised by Ministers, authorised by' Parlia-
ment, or approved by the Railway Advis-
ory Hoard are to he constructed quickly.
To-day, when the demand for land is so
great, and when the splendid seasons, due
to our regular and abundant rainfall that
must be the envy of all the other States, are
so greatly in evidence, is the time wheun
greater expedition should be manifested in
the construction of railways necessary not
only to serve existing settlement but to open
up fresh land for cultivation. I nan dis-
appointed when I review this large expendi-
ture of £4,829,000 to find how small a pro-
portion is to be devoted to the building of
newv lines. We find that the sum for rail-
ways and tramways amounts to a total of
£C851,650. Quite a considerable portion of
that is for inprovements and additions to
existing railways. The sure rof £150,000 is
properly provided for that purpose. T and
other members of the House realise that
these facilities must be provided if we are
to attract people to our shores. That is why
every member has a list of railway improve-
mnents that are essential to the conveniences
necessary for the proper working of the
railways in the different ag~ricultural dis-
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tricts. I have gone carefully through the wish to refer to some of the railways that
Estimates with a view to seeing how much
is being spent this year on railways under
construction. 1 find that £15,000 has been
spent on completing the Norseman-Sabron
Gums railway, which was opened under
very happy auspices a few weeks ago.
The sum of £90,000 is provided for
the building of the railway from Den-
mark to Nornalup Inlet. This will be of
great service to the big population on the
groups west of Denmark. The sum of
£C80,000 is provided for the construction of
the Ejanding northwards railway, which is
now in hand, through a very fine wheat-
producing area, in which there are a large
number of good settlers. The Government
did the right thing in providing for this
expenditure. It is a pleasure to find that
they have decided to build that railway so
soon after its authorisation by Parliament.
The sum of £25,000 is provided for the
Lake Brown-Bullfinch railway, the construc-
tion of which was started during the last
two or three weeks.

Mr. Corboy: Last week.
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: That makes a

total expenditure on the four railways of
£210,000. One of these has been completed.
I am taking the item rails and fastenings
for new railways at £100,00,which makes
a total expenditure of £310,000 on the con-
struction of railways during this financial
year. Leaving out the one railway that has
been completed, there are now three in band.
T am glad the Government have three
railways in hand at one time. They
have established that record during the
last y ear or two for the first time for many
years. I was somewhat concerned when the
Norseman-Salmon Gums line was finished
lest there should be only twoe railways under
construction at one time, but now that the
L-ake Brown-Bullfineh line is also under con-
struction, that gives us three lines that are
going on at once. When we look at the long
list of authorised railways, and remember
the considerable settlement that is affected,
and the length of time during which this
settlement has taken place, and remember
the amount of new land that will be opened
up by most of these lines, I say withoqt
question that a more vigorous policy is
necessary. Although the Government have
established a new record for recent times in
having three lines under construction at once,
I am afraid that will not meet the demand
of the present and the immediate future.. I

have been authorised by Parliament. The
Premie in a very happy remark pointed out
that if all the necessary works required in
this country were not on the Loan Estimates,
all the works that were included were cer-
tainly necessary. I venture to say that some
of thd works that are not included, but which
have been authorised by this Parliament,
are of the utmost necessity for the develop-
ment of the State. The expenditure
on railway- construction for this year
of only £310,000-it may be a little more
if certain departmental items are in-
cluded-is not satisfactory to me, when comn-
pared with a total Loan expenditure for the
year of nearly £:5,000,000. Neither is it
.satisfactory to many settlers in the districts
for which railways have been authorised,
and who have played their part splendidly
in regard to the improvement and cultiva-
tion of their holdings, but who still find
themselves denied the iron horse. The Yar-
rainony railway was authorised a long while
ago, and the people are very anxious to see
it go through. The member for Avon was
only doing his duty to his constituents in
bringing the matter under the notice of %he
Chamber. We also have the Brookton-Dnle
railway. Both these lines were authorised
before the present Government came into
office. All the residents of the Great South-
ea districts would be very pleased indeed
to see the Brookton-Dale railway, as another
trunk line, not only from Brookton to the
Dale, but right through to Armadale. It
would mean a very great saving in distance
and freight between the whole of the pro-
ducing areas east and south of Brockton
and along the Great Southern railway, in
the getting of the produce to its natural port
at Fremantle. Only one section has been
approved by Parliament. The Brockton-
Arndale railway has never been ratified by
this House. The section which has been ap-
proved for over four years is the short sec-
tion from. Brookton to the Dale. I commend
the Government for their action in deciding
to resurvey that line to pick up the easiest
grade and straighten out what must become
one of our trunk lines in the future. That
work is now in hand. Any delay that is
necessary, so far as it comes from the new
survey, is justifiable. Oneethe survey is corn.
pleted the line should be built quickly, not
only from Brockton to Dale and not started
at the Brookton end. The line ought to be
built on the route recommended by the Rlail-
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way Advisory Board as far back as 19U1.
The railway should commence at Armadale,
run to a point on the Perth-Albany road
near the 44-Mlile and branching from there
in the form oP a Y from the 44-Mile on the
Perth-Albany road on the one hand to
Brookton, and on the other hand straight
front Dwatrda, which is only a short distance,
making a complete connection between Arm-
adale and Brookton and Arinadale and Nar-
rogia via Dwvarda. I am glad the people of
those districts are working unitedly for the
carrying out of the Advisory Board's. report
in this direction. When the connection from
Armadele to Dwarda and Narrogin is made
as a trunk line, that in itself will save 57
miles of freight between Narrogin and all
the districts south and east of Narrogin,
-which are the greatest producing areas in
the State-and the natural port of Fre-
mantle. It is wrong for people in that part
of the State who have been there so long
-I refer to the residents of Narrogin
and east and south, particularly-should
have to pay 174 miles of freight from Nor-
rogin to Fremantle round by York and
Spencer's Brook, when the direct route from
Fremantle to Narrogin via Dwarda is only
117 miles. The town of Narrogin is really
quite close to the metropolitan area, and yet
we are denied access to the port of Era-
-mantle, by our front door, by the direct
route via Dwarda and Armadale. All our
freight and passenger traffic, and everything
we produce for export, and all that we con-
sume that is imported, is brought into the
port of Fremantle, and then 174 miles of
freight is paid before it either reaches Nar-
rogin or gets from Narrogin to Fremantle.
whereas we should only pay for 117 miles
of freight between Narrogin and Fremantle.
That disability is piled on to the shonlders,
to an equal extent, of the whole of the people
south of Narrogin.

Mr. A. Wansobro ugh : It affects people as
far as Albany.

Mr. E. B. JOHNST'ON: It affects the
whole of the Great Southern district. it
adds 57 miles of freight and three hours. of
travelling time to all traffic betweerFthe
Great Southern districts and the metro-
politan area, or to some seaside resort
at Fremantle. It is a matter of vital
importance not only to the districts I
represent but to everyone right through
to Albany. On looking through the list
of anthorised railways I find that no

provision is made this year for any expendi-
ture upon the extension of the railway from
Pemberton southwards. The group settlers
of Northcliffe and throughout that area are
puit to great disadvantage through the
aibsencee of railway communication. There
is a large population down there, and the
people are getting well upon their feet.
Somne of the most successful groups in the
State are found at Northeliff e, I am sure
the Government have a desire to provide
railway facilities. for these people, and I
urge that the line should be built as early
as possible. Three of the railways I have
referred to were authorised before this Gov-
ernment came into power, and since they
came into power they have very properly
carried out the work of building those par-
ticular railways. So far, no instance has
been brought forward of any report of that
indepen dent and properly constituted tri-
bunal of professional men, the Railway Ad-
visory Board, being departed from in regard
to any railway route. I hope the Govern-
ment will continue that policy on all occa-
sions in the future. The Boyup Brook-
Cranbrook railway and the Manjimup-
Aft. Barker railway were both author-
ised by this Government. I assure the
Premier that the action of his Gov-
erment in authorising them was very much
appreciated by the residents of the great
producing districts which these railways
will serve. They are, however, very dis-
appointed to find no provision for the con-
struction or even the commencement on
the present E~stimates of these railways. I
think that is the full list of railways so
far authorised and awaiting construction,
with. the exception of one passed through
this Chamber, the Wiluna railway, which
I take it will be approved within the ne-xt
few days. The most serious omission froni1
these Estimates from my point of view is

the omission of any provision for railway
facilities for the Kalgarin district. That
laud was thrown open for selection, and
most of it was selected ten years ago.
Some six years ago the previous Govern-
nien1t Promised that a railway would be
built to Kalgarin, and sent the Railway
Advisory Board out with a view to ascer-
taining which route the railway should
take. The Railway Advisory Board in the
first instance unanimously recommended
that Kalgarin should he served by a rail-
way commencing at Lake Grace, running
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through the Noah Lake Grace areas to
Hurngup, East Walyurin, East Jilakin and
on to Kalgarin. This year at least a quarter
of a million bags of wheat are being pro-
dluced in that important part of the State.
The railway as recommnended is only one for
oo3 miles running north. The people ex-
pected to have dumps for their wheat there
ait least five years ago. Last year £10,000
was provided onl the Estimates for the pre-
Iiinary work in connection with the con-
struction of that line. A caretful search
through the present Estimates shows that the
item has disappeared altogether, and I can
assure the Government that that fact will be
most disappointing to the residents of the
area. Nothing at all has been done except
that., for some reason which passes my comn-
prehension, the Government departed from
I he usual practice of authorising a line on the
route recommended by tbe Railway Advisory
Board. This was at the instance of Mr. Stile-
nian, who has a most unfortunate faculty for
disagreeing with everybody else on most pro-
fessional matters.

The Premier: The other people will not
-agree with him.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I find that both
in regard to the Fremantle harbour and in
regard to this railway the consensus of
opinion seems in a different direction from
that which the eminent Engineer-in-Chief
advises. At any rate, the Government saw
fit to appoint a sort of super Railway
Advisory Board-a special committee to
review the work of the original Railwayv
Advisory Hoard at M~r. Stilemnan's sugges-
tion, or at any rate as a result of his ex-
pressing different opinions from those to
which the Railway Advisory Board ha'l
unanimously agreed. Certainly the Gov-
ernment could not have appointed a better
special committee than they did, as it cot-
sists of Mr. Stileman, the Surveyor Gen-
eral, the Manager of the Agricultural Bank,
and the Commissioner of Railways. We
have the report of the special committee,
though unfortunately Colonel Pope's signa-
ture is not affixed to it, owing to his illness.
At any rate, we find again that the
majority have recommended the Take
(irace-Kalgarin route Mr. Stileman alone
prefers a different route. T say, for
goodness' "ake let those people in that
great producing area have a railway and
do not let these differences of opinion de-
lay the matter any longer. I certainly think

that the route which the Government shoal
have chosen is the route originall
recommended by the Railway Advisor.
Board and confirmed by the majorit
of the special committee appointed to inquir
into the matter. It is pleasing to knou
too, that the miajority report signed b-
Mfr. 0imm and Mr'. meLarty recoin
itiends the route from Lake Grace t
Kalgarin, and also states that the 1kn
must be eventuailly extended from Kal
germn to Southiern Cross. Ia that dis
trict we have probably our largest are
of unalienated Crown lands suitable f.o
agricultural settlement. T believe Ail
Banks Amery and members of the Migra
tion and Development Commission wet
taken through some of the land. Certaij
it is that right through from Southeri
Cross to Ravenethorpe, and from Lak
Grace to Kalgaiin, there is a very larg-
area of good land; and I say, now is th
time for the Government to get on wvit
the business. Surveyors are out, the Ian,
is beiai,- classified, and it should be amr
veyed quickly. The Mlinister for TLan1
has shown his interest by visiting the dim
triet, and we were very pleased when w
saw it reported in the 'Press-though 1:
Minister has since corrected the statemner
-that a railway was to be built throng
that area from Southern Cross southwar(
We do know that the special conimittie
recommended that the line should go froi
Lake Grace to Kalgarin. with a view to ii
extension to Southern Cross.

The Minister for Lands :When thi
country is opened up, it will of course g(
railway facilities.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The sooni
all that country is opened up and ma(
available for the hundreds of hungi
land seekers, the better. The only oth(
authorised railway is the Lake Molleri
Eastward. Thc Bill for that line wet
through, amid it is another railway whic
should be built at an early date, becaul
there is a large area of wheat country
the district that it will serve. I urge Ul
Glovernmnent. even at this late stage, I
reconsider the question of the Lake Grac
Kalgarin railway. There is huze sotti
nient in that district, and a larre rinantil
of wvheat awaifin~r transport this ve;
season. Let it be remnembered that mar
of the settlers in the district are payir
up to 10d. per bushel to get the-ir whci
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from the farm to the nearest existing
railway. Certainly that is a charge which
the price of wheat in this country, exporting
85 per cent. of its wheat production, does
not justify. I thank the Premier for say-
ing the railway is to be built, but I would
ask, cannot the Government bring the neces-
sary Bill down this session?9 There can
be no question at all as to the route. The
consensus of professional opinion shows that
the route should be from Lake Grace to
Enlgarin. That, I think, is definitely de-
cided; and even if construction cannot be
eommenced during this financial year, the
people should at least know that they are
going to get a railway. I hesitate to think
of the tremendous disappointment that
will -be felt throughout the district
when the settlers, who have been sev-
eral years on the laud, find that again
Parliament is about to prorogue without
having passed this very important railway
Bill. Last year, I believe, the Bill -was actu-
ally prepared, when this question of the
disputed route was brought into promin-
ence. That was very unfortunate for the
settlers concerned. They have had a year's
delay which was never expected. I say,
in order to cheer them up and give them
better heart, even if the line cannot be
built during the current financial year, bring
down the necessary Bill to-morrow, and pass
it, and let everybody concerned know that
the railway will be built.

Mr. A. Wansbrough: Do not you think
we should have a comprehensive scheme be-
fore we embark on another railway?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Of course I do,
and that is why I am advocating this line.
If the hon. member will read the Railway
Advisory Board's report, he will see that
the line from Lake Grace to Kalgarin is
only portion of a great trunk railway that
is to run northward from Kalgarin to South-
ern Cross, and southward of Ralgarin, tap-
ping various spur lines, right through to the
port of Albany.

The Premier: And another railway right
across to Raveasthorpe.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes, and to Sal-
mon Gums. I am quite sure the Govern-
ment have vision enough, and we a11 have
faqith enough in this country, to be assured
that the whole of that great scheme will
be carried into effect. Some of the land is
not yet served, and therefore I suggest this
one necessary link in the chain of the splen-
didly comprehensive railway scheme which
T am sure will be carried out. From Lake

Grace to Kalgarin. the country is thoroughly
settled, well developed, and producing plen-
teously. The production of wheat in that
district this year will he a quarter of a
million bags, and I urge the Government
to see that the settlers have a railway to
carry that quantity, a railway which will
also open up a good area of land to the
castivard for new settlers. I am sur-
prised that the Government have not
promised to bring in the Bill during
the few remaining days of the ses-
sion. If they did that it would alter the
whole financial outlook of the district.
At present the Agricultural Bank advance
money at Kalgarin and East .lilakin, up to
35 or 40 miles from the line. That dis-
tance, however, is too great, and the ad-
vances are always subject to being curtailed.
Let the Government put the necessary Bill
through this session, and the settlers will
be able to get the necessary advances, and
will be able to proceed with the work of
development in the knowledge that there is
going to be no more bickering over routes
but that the railway will be built at an
early date.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodysy) [8.12): Each
member who has risen so far has asked for
several railways. There seemsg to be a sort
of cons piracy amongst a few members, he-
cause no one has mentioned a railway north
of Southern Cross and everyone has spoken
of railways south of Southern Cross. Asi
population and production increase in the
country (listriets the wants of the people also
increase; and I have searched the Estimates
to discover how much improvement is to be
made in the existing railways in may elec.-
torate. But of course that information is
not to be found in the Estimates. However,
I wish to draw the attention of the Minister
for Railways to the fact that I have made,
during the last 12 months, several requests
for such facilities as trucking yards.

The Minister for Railways: We offered
you a station at Wyalkate hem and yous
would riot take it when it,%was offered to you.

Mr. LINDSAY: I am not lie the member
for Pingelly (Mr. Brown), because I have
had quite a number of things dlone in my
constituency, since my election to Parliament.
The member for Pingelly says he has had
nothing. There is a good deal on the Esti-
mates for my electorate, relating to water
supplies and railways.

The Minister for Lands: For which you
ought to give an occasional word of thanks.
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Mr. LINDSAY: It is necessary for me
to keep pegging away at things that are
needed. I should have liked to see certain
items on these Estimates. My district is
advancing, and hotels have been going uip
there; and I find that when an hotel has
been opened for sonic time, an urgent re-
quest for a policeman reaches me from the
residents of the town. In fact, there has
been a suggestion that the cost of the police-
man should be charged to the hotel.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: As a town crows,

police become necessary.

Mr. LINDSAY: Police are very necessary
in some places. I have just sent on to the
Minister for Justice a letter dealing with a
police report. At the same place 1 have
asked for the establishment of a school, and
I cannot find any money on these Estimates
for that. Now i am going to ask the Min-
ister for Lands for something. The Agri-
cultural Bank at Kunutioppin does as much
business, I believe, as any Agricultural Hank
branch in the State. Additions to the Kun-
nunoppin office have been requested for some
years, and in view of the quantity of record,
there the accommodation should be doubled.
The M1inister for Railways mentioned the
Wyalkatchenn railway station. It is a faet
that the Railway Department decided to
spend £695 on the erection of a wooden rail-
way station there. The Wyalkatchem people
considered that as the Railway Departmnu
were building in wood, and were puttinez the
station on the wrong side of the line-

The Minister for Railways: The wrong
side of the line did not enter into the ques-
tion.

Mr. LINDSAY: That was% the principal
trouble.

The Minister for Railways: The Wyn)-
katehein people wanted a station to cost
considerably more than the Railway Depart-
ment were prepared to spend.

Mr. LINDSAY: I understood the depart-
ment was investigating for the purpose of.
making a different lay-out of the yard in
order to put the station on the up side of
the line. When you come to a junction
where usually there are four or five rakes of
trucks and thr people have to climb over the
trucks to reach the station, there is sonic-
thing wrong about the lay-out. It is a cur-
ious thing that on the Dowerin loop above
Goomalling there is onlyv one station on the
town side of the line. Surely that is wrong.
I have always understood that it was done
in the early dlays wvhen there waq no co-

ordination between the two departments.
However, I was not a party to turning down
this station at "ryalkatehem. I sent the in-
formation to the road board, and the road
board said that as they bad made the town a
brick area, they considered the Railway De-
panrtmnent should conformn.

The Premier: They will have to wait for
ever for their station.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes, I suppose they will.
However, the main objection was that tile
station was to he put on the wrong side of
the line. I have another matter to bring be-
fore the (omm~ittee, dealing with a railway
in my electorate. Having perused the file,
I regard the matter as most serious. It ap-
p~ear s that the survey of the Ejanding north-
wvards railway has, been stopped because of
some renaOiis that appear on this file. At
least 40 miles of the line is not in my elec-
torate. The section wvhere the alteration
has been made is in the Toodyny electorate.
I have brought up this matter previously,
and the Minister for Works mode teflaut
statements in reply to me; in fact, I was
told afterwards that I had been severely
caned, and I suppose I was. The Minister
for Wor-ks said the Engineer-in-Chief
had called in the Advisory Hoard. I have
not previously understood that it was the
duty of the Engineer-in-Chief to call in the
Advisory Board. I thought that wvas for the
Premier. However, in this case we are
infornied that the Engineer-in-Chief called
in the Advisory Board. Sir Jauies
Mitchell interjected that it was an ex-
traordinary thing to do, since Parlia-
,,,nt lid passed the Bill on the report of
lie Advisory Board. The Minister for Works

wvent onl to say that Ihe country out east was
not known when the Bill was passed and
that the attention of the Engineer-in-Chief
had been drawn hy the Surveyor General to
the fact that eas! of the lake there was some
flue country. %lthough the railway is partly
built, the survey' has been stopped because
the Surveyor General will not agree to the al-
tered route at present being- surveyed. The
first letter onl the file dealing with this ques-
ti on is addressedi to the Tinder Secretary of
Works by Mr. Stilenuan under date 20th
August. It reads a% follows:-

T would add that though the railway has
been, located further northv closely following
the route suggestedl by the Advisory Board,
investigations ai-e being made as to the possi-
bility of srwinging farther east and so inerem.
ing the distance from th? Wongan Hills line.
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Hie has not only altered the junction of the
line, but lhe makes a recommendation to stop
portion of the line which has nothing to do
with the junction at all. Since the 20th
August the Engineer-in-Ohief has altered the
route to 10 nile., further east.

Hons. G. Taylor: The route of a railway
passed by Parliament.

Mr. LINDSAY: Yes. Then there is an-
other Ii) miles to the east according to the
Bill pas~ed by Panrliaiuent. But Mr. Stileman
has recommended that that extra 10 miles be
stopped. Since he wrote this letter, the Ad-
visory Board has. been iii the district and re-
commended a further extension of 62 miles.
Mr. sticinan illi'the sniple letter goes on to
say this-

Shoggild this be found feasible, its adoption
will necessarily depend on the decision which
may be reached as to tlie economic spacing of
railways.

That is the first letter on the file and is the
beginning of the altering of the route of
the railway. The next letter, dated 9th Sept-
embher, is from Mr. Stileman to the Under-
Secretaryv for Works, and reads as follows:-

I understand from the Surveyor General that
the extension of the Wollerir spur is under
consideration by a special committee ap-
pointed to that end. In the circumstances
nothin'z usefull can be said onl this point at
the present time. For Your information, I
might add that I am iii close touch with the
Surveyor General with regard to the best rotate
for the railway north of the junction of the
spur line.

The whole of these letters deal with the Sur-
veyvor 4-teneral. Here is a letter from the
ITnder Secretary of Works to the Minister
for Works:-

The minutes at page 123 and immediately
hereunder show that it will be necssryi to
approach Parliament this session on account
of the diversion of the Elanding Northwards
line beyond the limit of deviation fixed by the
Act. T am keeping in touch with Mr. Gamin,
who knows that when the Bill is introduced
the Government will have to be fortified with
substantial reasons in suplmort of the devia-
dion.

The next letter dated 30th September is fromt
Mr. Stileman to the Under Secretary of
Works as follows:

Papers are passed for Your information.
Followiug our conversation yesterday i tender-
stand from the Surveyor Genieral, whom I saw
last night, that he is calling c meeting of the
committee at once and test this question is
the first one with which they, will deal.

Here is a letter dated 15th September from
Mr. Stileman to the Surveyor General-

Following our conversation with regard to
possible routes for this roiliay to the north
of the junction, papers hereunder are sent for
your perusal so that you arm advised as to the
action taken, which is in accord with our dis-
cussionl.

Up to this (late the Surveyor General does
not aippear oin the file, and cvea after this
all OWEa he does onl the file is to acknowledge
the receipt of papers. Yet the Wvhole of the
responsibility for altering the route of this
ri lway has been placed onl him.

Hon. G. Taylor: Is there any reply to
those letters?

Mr. LINDSAY: No, except that when
Afr. Stileman sent papers along to the Sur-
veyor General, Mr. Gamin acknowledged the
receipt of those papers. Here is a letter
under date 4th October from the tUnder See-
rotary for Works to the Minister for Lands-.-

I am directed by the }Loi. Mr. McCallum
to inform you tltat the Engineer-fr-Chief and
Mr. Cannm have been discussing the question
of making a re-survey of the Ejanding-North-
wards railway route with a view to carrying
the line to thei cast instead of to the west of
the lakes, and I understand that the question
wsill be discussed with the Railway Advisory
Board at ant early date. if the deviation is
decided upon it will be necessary to amend the
Act that was passed last session insofar as
concerns the northern portion of the line.

It will be seen by that that the whole of Mr.
Stilenian's efforts is to lay on Mr. Cumin the
blame for the alterations. The M1inister for
Works made the same statement here. He
said the Engineer-in-Chief's attention was
called to it by Mr. Camrn ad it was sug-
gested that he should make inquiries. He
has made, not inquiries, but surveys. Here is
a letter front Mr. Ceamin to the Minister for
ILands under date 20th October-

As the Railway Advisory? Board, after ex-
haustive inspection and consideration, recoin-
mended a route for this railway which was
approved by Cabinet, and as an Act wall sub-
sequently passed by Parliamient authorisig
the construction of a railway along the recoin-
mended route, they cannot therefore discuss
any deviation with departnmental officers, the
whole matter having been f-nalised so far as
they a ie concerned.

Hona. 0. Taylor: Well, that exonerates
Mr. faminm.

Mr. LINDSAY: The letter continues-
The Thaginer-in-alief did discee, tith me

tile qluestion of running a it ..' starey cost of
Lake Billinn, iii view or !:1w possibility of
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opening up country betwccmn Lakes Moore and
Monger, but I understood this to be a trial
survey only for the purpose of getting in-
formation that would hu va~luable later on,
and certainly never imagined that the aban-
donment of a route approved by Parliament
was even contemplated. As chairman of the
ItWway Advisory Board that recommended
the route, I am hardly likely to turn round
now and say that this route, which has since
been approved by Parliament, is wrong, and
I am certain that the other members of the
board hold similar views.

That letter is (dated 26th October. The file
was laid on the Table on the 22nd November,
but that letter was not on the file, for it was
addressed to the Minister for Lands. Still,
one would have expected to find some re-
ference to it on the Public Works file. Here
is a letter from Mr. J. A. Ellis, Engineer for
Railway Construction, to the Engineer-in-
Chief. It is dated 15th November. It shows,
that this was not a matter of investigating
a railway line, but of surveying it. It reads
as follows:-

In connection with the proposed deviation
of this survey to pass east instead of west of
Lake Hilman, the position is as follows:-
The survey has been pegged on original route
to Kulja (175 miles) and thence has been
pegged in a northerly direction to 182 miles,
which is slightly outside the northerly limit of
deviation. Beyond this to 19134A miles, a trial
survey has been run, but not pegged. In-
structions are now urgently required as to the
future work of this party as they are now
ready to shift camp. The alternative seems to
be-

(1.) Permanently peg to 191 . miles as al-
ready located, andl carry on survey in same
general direction.

(2.) Continue trial survey ahead, but no
permanent pegging. This will be expensive,
as it entails covering the ground twice in
country which does not require a distinctly
separate trial survey.

(3.) Commence survey of extension of east-
ern spur as per Advisory Board's report of
let inst.

The eastern spur is the spur going out to
Mollerin and hats nothing to do with this
junction.

(4.) Temporarily disband the party. This
I would be very reluctant to do, in view of
the large amount of survey work ahead, as
this party is now well organised and used to
the work. If I1 could get an indication of
what is to be done before 5 p.m. to-day, it
would enable me to instruct Surveyor Thornton
Smith before he returns to his party.

That letter is dated the 15th November,
1927, not so long ago. The next is from

Mr. Stileman to the Under Secretary fo
Works. He says-

Decision required as to which direction
which to carry survey:

1. Following our conversation this mor
ing, a decision is urgently needed as to whi
of the hereunder courses to adopt, as it is ye:
desirable that the survey party should be kej
in being.

2. 1 do not like to commence permanei
pegging outside the limits of deviation a
thorised by the Act without .a definite instru
tion to do so.

3. As you are aware, the chairman of tV
Railway Advisory Board was fully advised
to the position, and he entirely agrees as 1
the desirability of swinging the northern apt
to the east of Lake Hillmn. He undertoc
to deal with this matter through the beat
but so far as I can learn a report has not y4
been put in, nor am I aware whether tl
board have been over the country, though
was understood they were to do so at the tin
that they went into the question of extensic
east of Mollerin. It is further understood tht
the board will not be back in Perth nt
later on in the week.

I spoke about a trip east of 1ollerin b(
fore. The Advisory Board went out then
I got hold of their itinerary and I wen
ahead of the Board to arrange the ton
and advise the settlers. Their itinerar
did not include looking at this junetior
lIt is clear that the 'board knew nothin
about the matter. The next is dated tit
15th November last and is a memo. froi
Mr. Mont, the Under Secretary, to tl±
Under Secretary for Lands. It reads-

Will you please be good enough to brin
the matters referred to by the Engineer-li
Chief and the Engineer for Railway Constru,
tion under the notice of the Surveyor Gonert
immediately he returns to Perth. You wi
see tlhat unless a decision is t~rrived at quick]
the survey party will have to be withdrawn.

Next the Surveyor General minutes tbt
Under Secretary for Lands as follows:-

The Advisory Board cannot deal with an
proposed deviation of the authorised route to
less instructed to do so by the Premier. TI
matter of which direction to carry out 0
survey is not one for me to deal with.

The Under Secretary for Lands then r(
plied to Mr. Munt in the terms of th
Surveyor General's note. That is the whol
of the correspondence on the file. It shom
that I was quite right in some of the ntatd
ments that I made. I have been takent
task by the Minister for Works for eritiei!
ing the Engineer-in-Chief.

Mr. Mann: Did the Minister for Wort
know of Mr. Centrals letters?
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Mr. LINDSAY: Evidently he did not.
When the Minister for Works was speak-
ing- the other evening-, hie referred to the
map on tile wall of the Chamrber, the map
with the cross ont it. 'Evidently it was
intended to crucify me on that cross. In-
vestigation showed that the railway line
would eventually go where that cross
appeared. But I do say that the Minister
for WVorks niade his statement to the
R-ouse, evidently oil the authority of the
Engineer-in-Cief, that between the two
lakes there was, front 20 to 23 miles or'
country. The maps, however, do not bear
out that statenment. I was at the Lands
Office the other day on some other business
and I noticed a fine map on the wall. The~re
-was also a rule on the table, atid during
tlte temporary absence of time assistant
secretary, Mr. Brown, who wanq called out-
side, I measured up thle distances, and on
his return I said, "You know more abonut
rules than I do: will you mteasure the dis-
tauces between these placs," indicating-
the localities, "and tell me what they are."
T want members to r.-alise that from the
Wougan Hills line to Lake Hilman the,,
distance is between .30 and 395 miles, but
from Lake Hillman to Lake Moore the dis--
tance is between 10 and 15 miles. In sonic
placees it is only 10 miles whilst at the
widest point it is 15 miles. I am prepared
to accept the map that I saw at the Lands
Department. The country between the tw%%o
lakes will be served by the Mollerin exten-
sion, but by putting the railway through
flint junction you are Only serving a stretch
of country 10 to 15 miles wide and leaving
out altogether another large stretch of
couintry to the west. On examining that
-map without prejudice, and knowing some-
thing of the country, one must realise that
there is only one way to serve that area,
and that is to continue the present author-
ised railway across the north end to Lake
Hillman. By doing so you serve every
acre of country. Lake Hillman runs in a
north-westerly direction, and there is an
area of country between Lake Hillman andI
Lake Monger that the railway could cross.
If the railway should go that -way, it will

srean area of country further south as
well1. As yon go 80 or 40 miles along that
route, there is a chanin of lakes which are
within 16 miles of the Wonmvan Hills line.
We must therefore put the line on the opl-
posite aide of the lakes. I feel that the

alteratLion of the survey was wrong in the
first place. There was one advantage, and
it was that by taking the original junction
further east it would save a few miles of
line. To say that the line should go on
the eastern side of the lakes is wrong. Any-
one who has examined the country will
know that it is wrong. The Engineer-in-
Chief -apparently is anxious to carry out
the policy that he advocated some time back,
that we should have our railways further
apart. In this case such a policy would
not do any good because the railway would
go between the lakes. In order to carry
out his economic proposition he has taken
upon himself something he is not entitled
to do. It certainly appears that no other
Minister has had a hland in the affair.
Theo Premier has been brought 'into the
matter, and as Mr. Canlm has pointed out,
it is his responsibility alone to instruct the
Railway Advisory Board. If the Premier
had been consulted he would have instructed
the Railway Advisory Board to make a re-
port. Only one alteration should be made
on that authorised route, and it is that as
it goes to the far northern end the route

shudbe straighitened tiand in the
future, as the extension takes place, the
railway will contLinuc to the north end of
Lake Hillmian.

Thc Minister for Lands: Everything will
depend upon the contour of the land and
the area to be surveyed.

Mr. LINT)SAY:. The Enigineer-in-Chief
has overstepped his duty. He had no right
to instruct the Advisory Board. That is the
duty of the Premier and the Premier alone.
T considered it advisable to ask that the
files should be produced, and what I have
sho-wn to have occurred must be regarded as
serious. According to the files, the survey
has now heea stopped. A certain mileage
has been done and the expenditure incurred
is money thrown away. So far as I can
ather, no attempt has been made to go hack
to the authorised route and start there.
The consequence of all this is that the
northern spur of that railway has not been
surveyed. I repeat that the matter is seri-
ous and should be investigated, and in my
opinion surveyors should be sent on to
finish the survey of the route authorised by
Parliament.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [8.42]: -. n-
like ily friend the member for To'mrlya 'v
(Ilr. Lindsay), I have not[ehn to Pay
:ihnnt ,isirwreeinents in re 4:,cet of railway
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routes or advisory boards' reports, or what
the Engineer-in-Chief has done. The only
thing I am concerned about is to try to get
something definite from the Government in
regard to when the railways in the South-
western part of the State are going to be
constructed. First of all there is the ]3oyup
Brook-Cranlirook railway in which the mem-
bers for Albany and Katanning and others
are deeply interested. When is a start going
to be iide with the work of construction?
We do know that it was the intention of the
Premier to have that railway built and to
include it in these Estimate;, but perhaps he
was right wvhen lie decided in his wisdom that
it would] be better to push on with the agri-
cultural areas in the wheat belt so as to
get the grain away overseas. I agree with that
policy, but at the same time I urge the Pre-
mier not to forget the South-West. The
people down there have been waiting for
railways for three or four generations.

The Premier: They have been waiting for
over 30 years to get the railwvay authorised.
and now you want us to build it in 24 hours.

Mr. J. HI. SMITH: Because they have
waited for 30 years is no reason why they
should have to wait another 30 days. I
urge the Premier not to overlook the South-
West Part of the State from which the Rail-
way Department are deriving so much freight
and such big revenue. The railways there are
certainly profitable and pay better than
many others. I stress the necessity for mak-
ing an early start since the sleepers are actu-
ally on the spot. The other railway, the eon-
struetion of which I wish to urge, has been
approved a good many years. It is the line
that starts from Tambellup-

The Premier: Which of the two do you
want first?

Mr. J1. H. SMITH: I want the lot. It is
not a question of importance because the
Premier knows that the three railways are
all of importance in the interests of Western
Australia.

The Premier: But which has your pre-
ference?

Mr. J. HI. SMITH: The Premier has as-
sured me that he has only sufficient plant to
build three railways at one time and I want
to assure him that the South-West railways
ame those that should be started immediately.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Which was author-
ised first?

The Premier: Give us your preference.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I am willing to leave
that to the good sense of the Government.

The Minister for Railways: You have not
the local knowledge.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: I have the local know-
ledge, but I am not going to take the re-
sponsibility of saying which line should be
built first.

The MinistLer for Railways: Give us a lead!
Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the Government

are genuine, they will recognise that they
have settled people 30 miles away from the
railway. They will recognise that the lines
have been authorised and cheap money has
been made available for settling migrants,
for railway construction and road construc-
tion. The railways should have been con-
structed two or three years ago.

The Premier: We shall be starting one of
the lines next year. We would like you to say
which you would prefer.

Hion. Sir James Mitchell: He will tell you
next year.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, I will leave that to
the sound judgment of the Government. I
am pleased to know that the Premier has
announced to the country that he intends to
start one of the lines next year.

The Premier: I amn at a loss to knowv
which to start.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the Premier were
prepared to be guided by my advice upon
miany subjects, I would probably give him
the advantage of my sound common sense.

The Premier: You will give it to me pri-
vately.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No, I will give it here.
I do not believe in these private agreements.
I am glad, however, that the Government
have made provision for the three railways
on the Estimates and it is to be hoped that
a nearly start will he made with them.

The Premier: You were very definite
about the route for the Wiluna railway last
night.

The Minister for Railways: And you did
not have the local knowledge regarding that
line that you say you have regarding these
lines.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If I have not the local
knowledge, I make inquiries and find out.

Mr. Chesson: You quoted the man in the
street last night.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: No; I did not. Natur-
ally the member for Cue (Mr. Chesson)
wants the Wiluna line to go his way.
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The Premier: Do you suggezt that it would
be weoll to construct lines in order of their
authorisation?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: That' might be the
fairest way.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That is the proper
basis.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: 1 would not suggest
that that is the propel basis for railway con-
struction. It is better to be guided by ex-
pert advice and what is in the best interests
of the country.

The Premier: But that is a matter of
opinion.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: A railway may have
been authorised 20 years ago, but there may
not be any necessity for that railway now
compared with the necessity for a railway in
somec other part of the State. We must move
with the times and we must provide for those
parts from which we derive our greatest
wealth. The Northcliffe railway is a neces-
stuy undertakingp, particularly if the Govern-
meat are sincere about group settlement
matters, and want the settlers to make good.

Mr. Panton: Why say "jf"?

Mr. d. H. SMJTfl: If the Government
are sincere they will give attention to these
matters. The settlers in that area are
at the producing stage. Unfortunately
blunders were mande by the officials, but the
settlers, having Trchedl the producing stage,'
now require railway communication; other-
wvise they cannot make good. With regard
to the railway from Pemberton to North-
cliffe, I want the Premier to step in as Min,
inter for Forests and safeguard our wealth
there. It is useless destroying thousands
of loads of karri and jarrab; the railways
should be built and that timber should be
taken out and sent overseas. I hope the
Premier, as Minister for Forests, will see
that the marketable timiber is reserved before
it ih de't'oyed. With regard to the Sana-
dup-Mt. Barker line, the Minister for Lands
wvill realise that the line taps a large area
of good country. People want to select land
in that district, and the fourth generation
of the settlers are now looking round for
holdings out from Lake Mluir. These boys
find tha~t they cannot secure land because
the Government will not allow holdings to
bie selected more than a specified distance
from the railways, notwithstanding that their
forefathers selected land much further afield
40 years ago. I do not know that that is a
good policy for the South-West although
the restriction upon selection beyond a cer-

tain distance from railways may be all right
in the wheat areas. I have sent the par-
ticulars regarding this matter to the depart-
ment. Along the Cranbrook-Boyup Brook
railway there is a lot of country suitable for
group settlement purposes. The people in
that area are so impressed with the country
that is available that they have intimated
they are prepared to show an officer of the
Lands Department where 20,000 acres of
first class land can be secured. If the Pre-
mier is anxious to secure good land for
g'roup settlement purposes, he has his op-
portunity there, and I have sent on a letter
from those settlers to the secretary of the
Group Settlement Hoard. It is pleasing to
know that the Premier has made provisio

for the three railways I am mostly concerned
about, and I believe he will make a start very
soon with one or other of them.

Mr. Richardson: You are optimistic.

My. J. IT. SAIflI: No, I have received
the assurance I desired from the Premier
that one or two of the lines will be started
next year.

The Premier: I did not fix any date.
Mr. J. H. SMITH: The railways are pro-

vided for on the Estimates, and I presume
that would not have been done if it were not
the intention of the Government to proceed
with them. 1 wish to bring under the notice
of the Minister for Railways the inadequate
facilities provided for the people south of
Bridgetown, particularly at Christmas time.
At that period women and children always,
endeavour to get away for a fewv days. it
is shameful to see the way they are forced
to travel nowv. The Commissioner has in-
formed inc that he will endeavour to rectify
the position. Trhe Premier has been to Alan-
jimup and he knows the position there. We
have neither a rompil nor a station. The
member for Toodyny (Mr. Lindsay) eoni-
plained because at one of his towns there
was no brick railway station!

Mr. Lindsay: But mnine' iq an important
town.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Not nearly as impor-
tant as Manjimnup. I hope the Mfinister will
see whether something cannot be done to
provide a ramp or a station at Manjimup.
We have a ramp at Glenlynn, but no pas-
sengers board the trains there. The railway'
provisions at Manjimup are really danger-
ous. People have to walk across the rail-
way lines to a shed, and step up from the
ground to the carriages. The mill trains
comc 4t1ong and shunt their rakes from No.
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1 MNill, andi live or six trains pass by each
day.

The Minister for Mines: Do you want
that clone by the 1A January too?

Buon. Sir James Mitchell: Well, we want
a little activity displayed, now that you are
to have two extra Ilinisters.

Mr. '),11 II. SITh:, I believe the time is
ripe fur the consideration I urge for the
South-West. The groups are onl a sound
financial basis and the settlers there are pro.
ducing up to five tone of butter a week at
the factory. It is expected that that output
will steadilyv increase. All eyes will be
turned in the direction of the South-West
very shortly. However, T hae received the
assurance I desired from the Premier re-
gaiding, the railways. (;reat activity is being
shown in thle South-West, and while therre
were unfortunate mistakes in the early
,;tages, a boardi has been appointed and it
is hoped that the administration ill be
much better in future. The position shouldl
he much brighter. Thle position could be ini-
iproved, however, if the Government would
establish anl agricultural college or anl ex-
perimental farm in that part of the State.
We ht -e our problems' there just as they
exist in 'he wheat areas. In the South-West
there are settlers who consider one mnethod
is right while others consider different meth-
ods should be employed, and the newcomers1,
who are anxious to know what is best to
be done, arc in it maze. If the Governnuent
could set aside money to procure ai property
in the South-West and curry out experi-
mneats, it would lie of advantage to the fulture
of the Soulth-West.

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn) [8.57]: 1 ant
disappointed that no provision has; been
made in thle Estimates this year for the
construction of the FKalarin railway.

Mr. Angelo: Howv many morel

Mr. COB BOY: We are justified in ask-
ing how many mnure years we shall hare to
wait before we can zez something definite
.ahout this railway. The position in the
district is so seriouts that I feel justified
in ventilating- my view-3 during the course
of this debate. Last year the settlers carted
oever an average of 36 miles. The nearest
to the railway was 25 miles distant, while
the furthest was 52 mile,, distant. Thus
they carted over an average of 36 miles
and shifted 1084100 bags of wheat. This
year it is ontiiipa' 4 that they will have to
shift 250,000 bags of wheatt and every hag

will cost thle district approximately Is. per
bushel to laud at the siding.

The Premier: Someone earlier in the
evening said it wats 10d.

Mr. CORBOY: It is 2-; 6d. a hag.
h~r. Brown: That is 10id. a bushel.
Mr. CORBOY: Sonic are paying more

and some less, but the average is 2s. Gd.
per bag over an average distance of 36
miles. I feel somewhat rilrred regard-
ing this particular railway for the reason
that we have had operating in this State
f or many years a railway advisory board,
who recommend the Goveprnment of the day
the proper route a railway should follow.
In the past the recommendations of the
board have invariably been adopted. In
this instance for seine, reason of which I
am not aware-I do not know whlether it
was at the direction of thp flovernment, or
ait the instance of anl individual Minister-
subsequent to the advisory board submit-
ting their report, the adoption of it by
thle Government arid the preparation of a
Bill that wvas in the House ready for the
second reading stage, the Engineer-in-
Chief. Mr. Stileinan-with oiut seeing the
country at all and purelyI on a paper
scheme, and without knowing the district
or the area proposed to be served-s- aw fit
to subinit a report which meant that the
Bill, that was ready for submission to Par-
liament, was dropped. That was at the
latter end of last session. It was thought
by all. members, and particularly by those
interested, that when the Bill, which had
practically reached the second reading stage
was dropped last session, it was purely a
temporary delay to allow the Government
to be quite sure whether flhp Railway Ad-
visory Board or the new Engineer-ia-Chief
was right. What do we find? Immediately
the House adjourned the Government ap-
pointed an umpire board to decide.

Mr. E. 11. Johnston-. And jut the cap-
tain of each of the teams on the board.

Mr. CORD QY: I do not object to that.
Both views were represented; on thle board
were both Mr. Stilemnan ard Mr. Camin.
The hoard, after going into the question,
found themselves on the horns. of a dil-
emma. All the members of the board, with
the exception of Mr. Stileuuaii-I say "rall"
advisedly beeazse I anm informed that Col-
onel Pope is not in a state of health that
would permit him to sign the report-
backed up the original recommendation of
the Advisory Board. 31r. Stileunan sub-
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inittedl a miniority report. Why, I do not
know. Possibly it was because he sil1
believes his scheme is the sounder one. I
hope so at any rate.

IMr. Brown: Why do not you quote the
distance from ICalgarin to Fremnantlet

Mr. CORBOY: We are not here to dis-
cuss the second reading stage of the iNal-
garin Railway Bill. 1t only wish we were.
When we do discuss it I shall be pre-
pared to meet the member for Pingelly on
that ground.

Mr. E. B. Johnston;. A-r. Stileman is
the only one on the board who has not been
to the district.

11r. COR.13Y: That is- the extraor-
dinary thing; the mna who has not seen
the district is the one who is holding up
thle whole project. I do not know whether
it is because Mr. Stileman still believes his
schemne to be the sounder one, or whether
it is because he finds it hard to swallow his
previous report, seeing that Mr. Cains and
other members of the board are thoroughly
Convinced that the Lake Grace route is the
oue that should be adopted. I do not know
which is correct. Even now, after a delay
of 12 months, no provision is made to give
the Kalgarin settlers a railway and no Bill
has been brought down to authorise it.
That is most regrettable. In view of the
fact that the Railway Advisory Board, whose
judgment in thc past has not led us astray
to any extent, after further investigation
still favour the Lake Grace route. Mr. Stile-
man being the sole exception, it could rea-
sonably have been expected that the Gov-
ernment would bring down a Bill this ses-
siion to authorise the Lake Grace-Kalgarin
line, or at least some line to serve Kal-
garin. I say candidly I am not concerned
which route is adopted. What I am con-
cerned about is the Kalgarin settlers being
kept waiting a few more years for facili-
ties and meanwhile having to cart their
wheat enormous distances. I do not wish
to he placed in the position of having to
make out a case for Kalgarin in the next
few years as the member for Williams-
Warrogin has had to do in his electorate.

Mr. E. B. Johnston:- He is the right man
to clear up his own troubles, anyhow.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not wish to enter
into any controversy about the respective
routes. T do not desire to assert that one
route would be more suitable than the other.
1 admit I am influenced to a great extent
by die fact that all the experts, with the
single exception of the Engineer-in-Chief,

have reported in favour of the Lake Grace-
Kalgarin route.

Mr. Brown: Mr. Sutton did not.
Mr. Lindsay: Mr. Sutton did on the first

occasion.
Mr. CORE QY: If I were the member

for Pingelly I would not say too much about
Mr. Sutton's attitude.

Eon. Sir James Mitcel: Why not?
Hon. G. Taylor: He could stand the

racket.
Mr. COlIBOY: I appeal to the Govern-

meat even at this late hour of the session
to state which route they intend to adopt
and to bring down a Bill to authorise the
construction of the line so that we can put
it through and give the settlers that satis-
faction.

Hon. G. Taylor: There will be another
session earl[y next year.

Mr. CORn QY: A Bill was prepared last
year and would have been put through but
for the intervention of a man whose busines
it was not to intervene. We had an Ad-
visory Board to do the job. Whether it was
at the instigation of someone else, or
whether it was for some reason best known
to himself, the Engineer-in-Chief saw fit to
butt in on a job that had nothing to do
iuith him. We have a ]Railway Advisory
Board to determine the route to be adopted.

Mr. flavy: How could the Engineer-in.
Chief intervene9

Mr. CORBOY: Perhaps the Minister in-
structed the Engineer-in-Chief to make an-
other recommendation on top of the Ad-
visory 'Board's report. All I wish to do
is to appeal to the Government to bring.
down a Bill authorising the construction of
ai railway to Ralgar-in on whichever route
they believe to be the better one. It is
their job to decide which is the better route
and I urge the Government, if possible, to
bring down a Bill this session. Either
route will have my support if they will
only take this step .to give the settlers rail-
way facilities. I believe that every member
of this House, whvo is to-day supporting the
Lake Grace-Kal[garin railway, would sup-
port a railway from Kondtnin to Ralgarin
in order that the Kalgarin settlers may be
given the necessary faciities at the earliest
possible moment.

MR. STUBBS (Wa~gin) [9.8]: I have
only a few words to say on the expenditure
of £4,820,409 of loan money during,, the year
1927-28. Of that sum £850,000 is ear-
marked for railways, but when I glance
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qver the items I wonder whether tlhe Pro-
mnier had in mind, when prepmaring the scheil-
ade, that he wvas going to introduce a Bill
for thle construction of 123 miles of railway
from Ifeckatharrat to Wiluna. That Bill
has actually been passed by this House. [

venture to say that no membler representing-
an agricultural constituency finds the slight-
est fault with the Government for construct-
igl that linle at the earliest possible datte.

We owve to the gold mining industry more
than we can ever repay, because it was if-
strufniontal in giving us a place on the map
of Auttralia. The Premier has not provideil
anything like sufficient motley to carry out
the promises of railway construction he has
made. I have in mind a promise that the
Premier definitelyI made to mie less than 12
months ago that thle people of Kalgarin
need not worry about a railway as they
were going to get one. I have written at
least 20 letters in' the last six months find
have told settlers in that district what thle
Premier said. [ told them that the Premier
was an honourable man and, seeing that
£10,000 had been placed on the Estimates
last year for the work of survey and start-
ing the line from take Grace to Nalgarin,
the work would be proceeded with. This
year, however, there is no mention of the
Kalgarin railway on the Estimates. Surely
that warrants my standing in my place and
asking the Premier what I am to say to thle
people whom I have advised that the work
would be put in hand.

The Premier: I faml not responsible for
what you told the people.

'%If. STI'BBS: No, but the Premier told
me to inform the people that the Kalgarin
railway was being provided for in the Loan
Estimates of last year.

The Premier: So it was.
Mr. STITBBS: But the Premier has cut

out the item this year.
The Premier: It is not provided for this

year.
A fr. STUBBS: That means it is shelved.
The Premier: It is quite true; it was pro-

vided for last year.
Mr. STUBBS: Has the work been shelvou

or do the Government intend to introduce
a Bill authorising- the construction of a rail-
way to Knigarin'?

The Premier: If the line has been author-
ised last year it would not be any nearer
construction than it is to-day.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is t rotten
position.

T.rf. STUJBBS: Do thle Government intend
to introduce a Bill this session to author~e
the construction of the line?

The Premier: No, not this session, and
if we did it would not bring the line any
nearer construction; not one bit.

Mr. STUBBS: It is an extraordinary
thing that last year £10O,000 was provided
on the Estimates, not one penny of it was
spent, aid it is cut out of this year's Esti-
mates. Not even the survey or the line is
provided for.

Thle Premier: You cannot say that because
aill the surveys are included in one item.

Air. STUBBS: I understood from a re-
mark made by the Premier that the £10,000
would permnit of a start being made with the
railway, that thle money would include the
cost of the survey and cost of portion of the
clearing. 1 feel disappointed that the Pre-
mier has not seen his way clear to put the
work in hand.' Hundreds of settlers in the
district have beeni waiting for years for a
railway.

The Premier: If all the railways men-
tioned during to-night's debate were con-
struceted I would need £20,000,000.

Mr. Thomson: I could mention another.
Mr. STUBBS: If the building of those

railways is going to result in the production
of millions of bushels of wheat, is it not
worth while getting a move on and con-
structing them.

The Premier: Where do you think I could
get £20,000,000 for nil those railways?

Hin. Sir Jaines Mitchell: I think you are
over-estinutting the amount.

Mr. STUBBS: The country that the line
will serve will warrant it, construction.

The Premier: Every inember has said that
of his railway, and it is quite true too, but
we cannot build all the railways at once..

Mr. STUBBS: The Premier should have
honoured the undertaking that was given in
the House when the Loan Estimates were
before us last year, namely, to have £10,000
spent during the ensuing 12 months. Not
one penny of the money has been spent and
the item has been cut out of the Estimates
on this occasion. That is not fair.

The Premier: I do not propose to spend
all the amounts that appear this year.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Mr. Stileman's re-
port came after last year's Estimates.

Mr. STUBBS: I hope the Government
will reconsider their decision even at this late
stage of the session, and bring in a Bill to
authorise the construction of the line. With
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regard to water supplies, road and bridges,
every member who peruses the Estimates
must agree that the Premier has a broad
vision and that he has been perfectly fair
and just to all parts of the State. I have
no fault to find with any matters of im-
portance connected with my electorate. I
think every member can say, if he will speak
fairly and truthfully, that all the matters
he has brought under the notice of the Pre-
weir and his colleagues have received atten-
tion. I have no fault to find with the work
the Government have done in connection
with public affairs. 1 merely ask the Pre-
mier to redeem a promise be made to me
personally that the Kalgarin people need not
worry about the railway, and that they
would get it.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Mount Margaret)
[9.16]: 1 believe I am the only member who
is not likely to attack the Government be-
cause of lack of railway facilities in my
electorate.

The Premier: You might well ask for a
line down to Linden.

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: I think I could put
up as good a case as some members who
have spoken to-night. I would not have
risen except for certain remarks which ap-
penred in the Press concerning moad con-
struction and matters relative thereto. Some
of the matters should be cleared op. During
the last few weeks I asked certain questions.
It appears from the answers I got that either
I am incapable of understanding the Esti-
mates, or theme was something wrong with
the answers themselves. If the fault lies with
the Government it amounts to deception, the
Government having deceived the House and
the people of the State. I hope I have not.
understood the answers aright, and that
there is some explanation for what has oc-
curred.

T he i'd mister for Railwvays: Your ques-
tions covered two financial years, last year
and this year.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: They covered the
period from June to November.

The Minister for Railways: From Janu-
ary to November.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: From 1st January to
the 31st October.

The Minister for Railways: That is two
financial years.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: One financial year
closed on 30th June, and my questions

198]

covered the first four months of the new
financial year. I have nothing to hide. I
asked the questions with a definite object so
that 1 might learn the actual am out of
work which had been done on certain roads
for the money spent upon them. The
answers I have received do not give me the
information, though perhaps the answer to
the question I shall ask on Tuesday will
do so. I find that on the Geraldton
trunk road from the 1st January to
the 31st October of this year £13,000 was
spent, and on developmental roads £950, a
total of £13,950. On the Alhany-Armadale
road £35,820 was spent, and on the Wooro-
loo-Claeklinc-Northamn section of the Mid-
land Junction-Merredin road, £31,500 was
spent, and on the York road £20,028 was
spent, making a total of £100,898. For
that money a considerable mileage of road
should be completed. Perhaps the Hon-
orary Minister, who is acting for the Min-
ister for Works, will be able to give me
some information when we are dealing with
the items. Preparations for starting this
work commenced on the 1st January and
were completed by the 11th January.
According to the statement of the Govern-
ment, no more nien were employed after
the 11th January. Mluch haes been said
about this road construction and the vast
number of men employed. Some people in
tile Press stated that the number varied
from 1,200 to 1,800, that all the men were
sent awvny within two or three days, and
that they were given no tools with which
to do road wvork. Some people referred to
it as "rolls work."

Mr. Brown: You mean rollers?

lion. C. TAYLOR : The hon. member
knows well what I mean. He wvas forte-
note. Hle was in an electorate which was
not a Labour stronghold, otherwise he
would have discovered that roads needed
repairing rapidly in the early part of
January. I took no part in the controversy
that was going on in the Press in January,
hut I have summed up the matter since.
I wondered at the burning desire, between
January 1st and the 5th, to put £101,000
worth of work in hand, and to employ
1,000 men within five days, without any
tools or preparations for starting opera-
tions.

Mr. A. Wanabrough :Isuppose you
know the authority was given only on the
17th December.
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Hon. G. TAYLOR : I was told the
authority was given about the Ist Janu-
ary. I should like to know who gave it.
Many people in my district suggested,
when the papers came through in January,
that the forces were well mobilised during
Christmas week, and were taken into the
trenches during the first week in January,
while demobilisation took place definitely
on the 13th January.

Mvr. A. Wansbrough : On the 31st
October.

Mr. Withers: That is old. The smtells
have all gone out of it now.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The following ap-
peared in the "West Australian" on the
13th January, 1927-

Road work-The Minister controlling the
State Labour Bureau, Mr. J1. W. Mickey, has
received fromt the bureau a return showing
that between January lat and January 11th
over 1,000 men were engaged, mostly for roads
under the Main Roads Board. The Minister
stated that further men for road work would
not he required for some time, and men were
warned against relinquishing other employ-
ment or coming to Perth front the country
districts with the object of obtaining work in
main roads coastruction.

That was issued by the Minister control-
ling the Labour Bureau on the 13th Jauu-
ary. That is why the statement concern-
ing the mobilisation of unemployed for
road work was so prominent during the
first week in January. I wish now to deal
wvith the particular road, the cost of the
construction of which amazes me. This is
where I hope .1 have not put my question
to the Minister for Works in proper form,
and that he has answered me correctly. I
fancy, however, my question was rightly
put. If so, the Minister has not given me
the answer I should have received. That
is open to explanation, and I am not mak-
ing any charge. I will read the question
I asked the Minister for Works. It was,
"What amount of money was spent on the
Canning-Fraxnantle road?9"

The Premier: Your question referred to
the Cnnnington road.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It does not say so
here.

The Premier :Have you the notice
paperI

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: I am quoting from
what appeared in the Press.

The Premier: The Votes and Proceed-
ings speak of the Cannington road.

H1on. (1. TAYLOR: If so, the answer was
correct, and I have no complaint to make.

The Premier: That was the typed ques-
tiou that came to the office.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It was not my inten-
tion to ask about that road.

The Premier: That is how the question
appeared when it came to the office.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Canning-
ton road is the main road to Bunbury.

Hlon. G. TAYLOR: Bunbury was never
in toy mind. I think I submitted the ques-
tion in writing, and it was afterwards
typed. Questions are not submitted to the
department in the form in which they are
handed in. They are typed and then seat
to the various departments. There must
have been some mistake in the typing. If
so, the question stands in the Votes anid
Proceedings as referring- to Cannington,
and I presume the Minister has correctly
answered it.

The Premier: I am certain the question
eaie through the department as referring
to the Cannington road.

Mr. Davy: What is the Cannington road?
The Premier: Part of the main road to

Albany.
Mir. Davy: Is there such a road as the

Cannington road?
The Premier : It is the road going

through Cannington.
Mr. Davy: The portion of it that is in

Cannington?
The Premier: I suppose so.
Mr. Davy: What would be the Perth-

Albany road9
The Minister for Railways: The Albany

road and the Bunhury road.
Mr. Mann: It is usually called the Arms-

dale road.
Hon. . TAYLOR: I think I have the

question here. I did not mean the Arma-
dale road. The papers say, "The Minister
for Works informed Mr. Taylor that
£35,000 had been spent under the Federal
Aid Roads Act on the Albany road south
of Arnmdale.

The Premier: We can only take the ques-
tion as it was typed. We could not assume
what was in your mind.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am not responsible
for the typing.

The Premier: Neither am 1.
Hon. 0. TAYLOR: I had better inform

the Premier of my reason for asking the
question. On looking up last year's Loan
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Estimates I1 find a reference to the reconi-
struetion of the Canning road. According
to the Votes and Proceedings I asked a
question referring to tLe Canning-Fre-
manitle road.

The Premier: There must have been
a correction. I distinctly remember seeing
that question myself, and I initialled the
answer to it. That is not how it came to
the office in typed form.

Ron. G. TAYLOR: I can assure the Pre-
mier that I handed in the question in the
ordinary way.

The Premier: I am absolutely positive
that that is not the typed form in which
the question came to the office.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I do not mean to
imply that the Premier is trying to deceive
the Committee, but I know what I desired
lo ask, and the Votes and Proceedings bear
me out.

The Premier: If the typewritten answer
to the question has been preserved, it will
show what I have said to be correct.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I was going to attack
the Minister for misleading the House and
misleading me. Whea a member asks a
question, he asks it not solely for his own
information, but also for that of his con-
stituents or for that of the State as a whole.
I did not dream anything about the matter
until I saw these Loan Estimates, in which
the amount stated is one- that tallies with
the amount quoted last year, namely £15,000.
What startled me was to find the Premier
making provision for a further expenditure
of £e121,000 on that head. Any man in my
position asking a straightforward question
of a responsible Minister about expenditure
of money would expect a straightforward
answer. I suppose the Premier is satis-
fled that his memory has not betrayed him.

The Premier: I am certain of it. I speci-
ally noted the typed question myself, and I
know it said Cannington-road.

Hon. G3. TAYLOR: The officers of the
House entered up my question in the Votes
and Proceedings as f wrote it, and the Press
report of the nest day says-

The Mhiniister for Works ft(ld Mr. Taylor, the
member for ]Nt. Margaret, that there was no
expenditure on the Canning-Freniantlo road
under the Federal Aid Roads Agreement....

It is rather a pity that the typing error
crept in, because I was very much con-
cerned about the matter. The expenditure
seems to be huge. I do not know the length
of road; I do not suppose it is more than

ten miles; I am informed it is eight. Pre-
sumably main roads are constructed through
areas controlled by road boards.

The Premier: This starts from the Cause-
wvay.

Hon. G3. TAYLOR: And goes right
through. I daresay the distance is over 10
miles. The extension startled me, as it
meant a cost of £120,000 for ten miles of
road, or not mnore than 11 miles. The areas
controlled by local governing bodies would
not be considered by the Government, who
would go right through from end to end.

The Premier: It is a specially constructed
road built of granite, not of the usual iron-
stone knobs.

Mr. Davy: But costing £10,000 a mile?
Mr. Mann: Is the bridge included in the

amount9
The Premier: Oh, the bridge is a wooden

structure.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: I want to see good

roads, but I think it will he agreed that
£120,000 on the top of £15,000 is a huge
amount of money for about 11 miles of
road. We ought to exhibit some caution in
the expenditure of money. Up to the 30th
June last the Government must have spent
£8,000 on that road. I hope the Premier
will go into the matter. I do itot think any
member on this side would support an
amendment to reduce an item for moad con-
struction. Without good roads as well as
good railways and harhours we cannot de-
velop this great State. No member would
he justified in trying to prevent such ex-
pienditure, but we should unite in endeav-
ouring to get value for money spent. Money
should not be spent to curry favour with
members of Parliament or with constitu-
encies.

The Premier: This road has nothing what-
ever to do with currying favour. To the
extent of four-fifths, these Loan Estimates
refer to electorates not represented by Gov-
ernment supporters. This road had got
into the same state as the Armadale-road,
having become almost impassable. It was
not a matter of patching, but of rebuild-
ing.

Mr. Davy: Did the Annadale-road cost
Z10,000 per mile?

The Premier: I do not remember the fig-
luvea.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I am pleased to
know that it was not the Government's in-
tention to deceive the House when answering
my question. I hope we shall be able to
get the typewritten question as forwarded
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to the department, and see what it states.
Listening to the debate to-night it must have
dawned on us why many of our eminent
men come to an untimely end. Mexi in
high positions are attacked and slated. Still,
if one took those two tiles referred to by
the member for Toodyay (Mr. Lindsay), o ,ne
could have no doulit at all that there had
been sonic niireprusentntzon.

The Premier: That is only a storm in a
teacup.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: If the Premier had
been in my position when reading the two
files, hie could] have come to no other con-
clusion than the one I came to,* that the
Minister for Works madec in this House a
statement not borne out by the Ailes. The
Minister for Works said plainly that the
Surveyor Gleneal had discovered an area
of country tind had suggested to the Min-
ister and Alr. Stileman a traverse line sur-
vey. Te [ilie discloses that the Surveyor
General denies any knowledge of the matter.
He says,, "We have recommended a route,
and we nowv stand by it." This House was
told by the Minister for Works that he would
recommend the swinging over of the line,
,and that there were ample grounds for a
new survey. 'The Surveyor (Ueneral denies
that point-blank, and adds that it is
miraculous to think there is no record of
those communications on the file.

Mr. Mann: In effect, the Surveyor Gait-
eral snubhcd the Engineer-in-Chief.

Hon. G. TAYLOR : Undoubtedly the Stir-
veyor General wai on sound ground. He
had no knowledge that a Minister of the
Crown was being informed thatt he was
makingl recommendations that certain
things be done, but as soon as he did dia-
cover it hie made no bones about putting his
views on paper. That was the first time it
came to the knowledge of this House, when
the send file was produced. On the first
file it looked like a storm in a teacup. Then
we got the second file, and we have good
occasion to lie Amazed at what we find there.
The indignation displayed by) the Surveyor-
General in his letter to the Minister for
Lands was well justified. I hope things will
be in such a flourishing condition in my elec-
torate before the Loan Estimates come down
next year that I shall feel warranted in ak-
ing for three or four railway link If is
most unfashionable to be sitting here wvith-*
out wanting anything from the 0overriitni
I must try to mnend my ways.

Mr. Davy: You and I are in the same boat.

[Mfr. ingelo took the Chair.]

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.47]: 1 know
there is an amount on the Estimates for the
Brookton-Dale railway and I hope the time
is not far distant when it will be deeided to
extend the line through to Armadale. We
have all read the convincing arguments put
uip by Mr. Hedges, who has set out some
nmost interesting figures relating to grades
and distances. Armadale is the natural
junction, and if the railway goes through it
will not only me an greatly increased traffic
over the Jandakot line, but it will also re-
lieve the congestion on the northern side
of the river. Also there is much good land
along the route of the line, and that saving,
of 57 miles haulage is in itself a great
consideration. I am grateful that the first
step of the complete scheme is now shown
on the Estimates. I hope that ultimately the
Brookton-Armadale railway will he provid
for in the same wa.,

MR. NORTH (Claremont) (9.50]: The
Minister for Works a fey days before
he went to the East promised that he would
make a statement revealing the inten-
tions of the Government in regard to ex-
tended sewerage. Many of the suburbs want
to extend their sewerage facilities, and they
realise that in individual installations they
have a cheaper means at their hands than
have been available in the past. Conse-
quently they are all anxious to know what
steps the Government propose to take. As
sooni as the department's intentions are defi-
nitely known, T think the local authorities
will set about doing a lot to improve the
city in that direction. Perth is probably the
least advanced of all the Australian capitals
in respect of sewerage. In view of the
enormous area we occupy it is obvious that
we cannot expect to have deep sewerage on
any big scale for many years to come, so
the sooner the Government make clear their
intention in this matter the soooner shall we
have the existing problem solved. Instead
of asking for further expenditure I am try-
ing to suggest a means of saving millions of
pounds by carrying out a necessary work
under a cheaper system than we have known
in the past. I trust that an annoneement
will be made by the Government within a
very short time.

This concluded the general discussion.
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Item-]ncidental, Main Roads Board,
£E15,000:

Mr. THOMSON; Will the Premier give
us some information about this item? What
is meant by "incidental"?

The PREMIER: It is the usual thing.
It is to be found in all departments. There
are runny forms of expenditure that cannot
be itemnised.

Mr. Dlavy: It seems a lot of loan money
to come under the heading of "incidental."

Tle PREMIER: It is not a high per-
centage in an expenditure of something like
£600,000.

Mr. THOMSON: In another part of the
Estimates we find a further sum of £C300,000
provided for the Main Roads Board. Then
there is £121,000 for the Fremantle-Canning
road, and in addition there is the Statet's
proportion in connection with the Federal
roads grant. It is a pity the Minister for
Works is not here to explain these items.

Vote put and passed.

Vote -Railways and Tramnways, etc.,
4531,650:

Item-Brookton-Dale River, £5,000:

Mr. SAMPSON: What does this provide
forI

The PREMIER: For the first stage in the
construction of the railway.

Item: Yarramony Eastwards, £5,000:
Mr. GRIFFITHS: Can the Premier tell

us what this means?
The PfRMIER: It means that there is

here an amount of £5,000 for starting the
construction of the railway.

Mr. DAVY: It is rather difficult for a
member to understand just what these
things mean. Here is an item of £5,000 for
the Yarramony Eastward railway. There
are no means of finding from any other por-
tion of these Estimates just what that repre-
sents.

The CHAIRMAN: The detailed informa-
tion wvill be found on page 30.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This line,
which has been authorised for the last four
years and promised by the present Govern-
ment and the previous Government, ought to
be built. I hope the Premier will be able to
say to-night that a. substantial amount will
be provided on the next Loan Estimates. A
motion affirming the desirability of immedi-
ately constructing tile line wvas moved by the

member for York (MT. Griffiths) and was
tarried without a dissentient voice. A start
could be made during the year if the Pre-
mier would but indicate that he would pro-
vide a substantial amount on these Estimates
next year. I hope the Premier will give us
that assurance. The line has been authorised
for a considerable time and the people up
there are carting wheat over long distances.

The PREMIER: I do not think the
Leader of the Opposition will expect nit at
this stage to comnmit the Government as tn
what money will be provided on next year's
Estimates. The hon. member knows we have
a considerable number of railways author-
ised-perhaps five years' construction, and
it is not easy to say how the lines will be
built. What the Government are endeavour-
ing to do is to build lines that are the most
urgent, regardless of their order of author-
isation. It will be admitted that the
Ejanding Northwvards railway is urgent be-
cause there is so much country there that
cannot be cultivated unless there is railway
communication. The same thing applies to
the Lake Brown-Bullfinch line. All that
country has been taken up, and without the
railway nothing can be done.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: I am not oh-
jecting. o the building of any line.

T he PREMIER: We have endeavoured to
build the railways in their order of urgency,
and it is a fact that whilst a considerable
numbe r of settlers are a long distance from
a line in the Yarramony area-18, 20 and
even 22_ miles away-s till, they are able to
carry on where in other districts it is not
possible to carry on at all.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But they can-
not carry on for ever.
*The PREMIER: It is a long line and will

cost a lot of money. Ninety miles is the dis-
tance, I believe, and the estimated cost is
over £300,000.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It can be built
as a light line.

The PREMIER: It is situated in a
locality where most of our lines are con-
structed with heavy rails, and it not easy
to work the light with the heavy system. I
am hoping that we shall be able to make a
start with it as soon as possible.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That will not
do; we will have to move to increase this
vote.

The PREMIER: I am mighty glad that
the Commnittee is not able to increase the vote
because 'ie should end up with 20 millions.
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I cannot commit the flovernment for the
moment as to say what money will be pro-
vided on next year's Estimates with regard
to this particular line.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: We have
promised this line; you will see the posi-
tion we are in.

The PREMIER: When Parliament an-
thorises the construction of a line, apart
from what we say by that very Act, we
promise the line.

Mr. Davy: To build it some day.
The PREMIER: But ly passing the

Act we commit ourselves to give the people
the railway.

Hon. Sir James Mitt-bell: T think this
ought to be on the next Estimates.

The Premier: There are several mem-
bets who think that railways in their dis-
trict should have precedence.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I agree with
that too.

The PREMIER: The member for Pin-
gelly, who I confess has been very patient
and tolerant with regard to his railway,
showed signs this evening of having nearly
reached his limit of toleration in respect
of the line to which hie referred. Another
fine was authorised about the same timie as
the Yarramony, and the people interested
in that also have been expecting its con-
struction.

Eon. Sir James Mitchell: Can we strike
'out one of the other items and insert this
onel

The PREMIER: If the House will take
the responsibility: bitt I am afraid we
should get into difficulties there. I agree
there is urgent need for the building of
many miles of railwvays~ in the State. The
difficulty, however, is to find the money.
We have to find the money for purely
local things and because of that we are
compelled to deny development in the
country. It would be a good thing for the
State if the whole of the money we pro-
posed to spend, the four millions, could be
expended in the construction of railways,
water supplies and harbours, the real things
that are connected with the development of
the State. But money has to be provided
for no end of things that ought not to he
the job of the State at all. I know the
Leader of the Opposition mnust have felt
his position keenly when Ie was preparing
the Loan Estimates, having- in mind the im-
mense areas of the State awaiting railway
communication for the prp~ose of 6lierin~r

uip large tracts of country, and bringing.
them into production to ind'rease our wealth
We have to delay railway construction in
so many cases because 4f the need to find
money for so many other things. I feel
tempted almost to launch into considerabli
loan expenditure this year in order to
build those railways. [ hero given a good
deal of consideration 10 the question
whether Parliament would not be justified
in passing Estimates considerably in ex-
cess of anything we have ever done before,
so as to get those railways built. There
is no doubt that the outstanding need of
the State to-day is the bil~ding of many
railways that have been authorised. The
Ejanding and Bullfinch lines will pay from
the first day they start to run and they will
not cost one penny to the general taxpayer.
That is the kind of railway we want to
construct, a railway that will not come back
to the taxpayer to meet interest charges.
There are others also like the Lake Grace-
Kalgarin line, which will pay from the com-
mencement.

Mr. Lindsay: And produce a lot of
new wealth.

The PREMIER: And also add to the
volume of trade and production which
would be to the advantage of every section
of the community. I cannot promise what
the hon. member asks, but I will promise
that the Government will endeavour to find
as much money as possible for railway con-
struction. The paramount idea in framing
the Estimates is the building of railways,
even if other works have to go short.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I ami
sorry the Premier cannot give a definite as-
surance with regard to the Yarramony rail-
way. It ought to be explained that rail-
ways are of the utmost importance to every
body in the State. If we take £121,000
from the Fremantle-road and apply it to
railway construction, it will be better for
everybody.

The Premier: It would biring more pros-
perity to Fremantle.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
not so very much after all that we want.
Four millions of money would build 1,000
miles of railway and wye should add 1,000
miles of opportunity to those that have
already been provided.

The Minister for Railways: Youn would
want 3,000 or 4,000 trucks and many more
engines in addition, to operate all those
lines.
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Hton. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Premier would not object to find money to
build the trucks to haul nor produce. I
kujow what these Estimates mean. We must
have schools, because the people will have
children. We must have harbour works.
We cannot afford year nfter year to have
this enormous loan expenditure of over
four millions and devote 31/ millions of it
to wor-ks other than railway construction.

The Premier: The money to be spent on
the metropolitan water supply is essential,
but the expenditure of that amount will
not wean any additional wealth to the State
as money spent on a railway would mean.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If our
standard of living is to be maintained, we
must have more wealth as the result of rail-
way construction. No work is so necessary
in this State as railway construction, and
I would forego the construction of roads
and many other works to devote the money
to railway construction.

The Premier: In nest year's Estimnates
we will have to find more money for rail-
ways than we have this year.

Eon. Sir JAMkES MITCHELL: All we
can do is to accept the Premier's assurance.
Six years ago our loan expenditure was a
little over £2,000,000.

The Premier: For the last three years we
have had to find about £1,000,000 for the
metropolitan water supply and we could
have built 300 miles of railways with that
money.

Hon. 'Sir JAM1ES MITCHELL: I hope
that the Premier will not start any work
provided for unless it is neacessary, because
once started the work has to be completed.
Money saved in that way could he devoted
to railway construction.

Item, Tramnways-Perth Electric and Ex-
tensiohe, £70,000:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I would like to draw
attention to the condition of the down track
along Newceastle-street and Oxford-street to
Government-road. It is in a shocking con-
dition, although the up track is in a good
state of repair.

The Minister for Railways: The money
for that work comes out of ordinary rev-
enue and comes from the maintenance vote.

Item, Electric Power Station, East Perth,
£75,000:

Mr. SAMPSON: With the expenditure of
this money, will the power available be suffi-

cient to provide for outer suburban exten-
siofl

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
will enable provision to be made for some
extensions. It is just a question of how
much money can be devoted to extending
the services. Out of . the £C75,000, between
£45,000 and £50,000 will have to be spent on
the plant itself and that will not leave much
out of the vote for extensions.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: When you com-
plete the present unit, you will have to
provide another

The MINISTER FOR RMILWAYS: I do
not know that we will have to provide that
Unit quite so soon as that.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You will have
to do so because the city is growing, and
you will have to provide for the additional
requirements.

Vote put and passed.

Vote--Harbosrs and Rivera, £222,200-
agreed to.

Vote-W19ater Sup ply and Sewerage,
£604,500:

Item, Sewerage, Perth and Frenmantle,
etc., £122,000:

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The department has
commenced sewering portion of Loftus-
street east o.f Oxford-street. That conveni-
ence is being extended to a portion of Leed-
erville that has grown up within the last
eight or ten years, and this has left a large
portion of Leederville that has been settled
for very many years unattended to. Liast
year the Minister for Works told me he
would be able to sewer that part and I am
sorry that the work has been swung away
front there.

The Premier: The Minister for Works
discussed that position with me just re-
cently.

Vote put and passed.

(Mr. Lutey took the Chair.]

Vote--Development of Gold fields and

mmcmrl resourcee, £93,000:

Item, flevelopment of mining (including
prospecting and boring for minerals, £5,000,
and miscellaneous), £C80,000:

Mr. J. H. SMITH: Has any portion of
the vote been set aside for boring and test-
ing the lodes at Greenbusheaf That field
has produced nearly a million pounds worth
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of tin and with a little assistance the field
should be able to carry on for a number
of years yet.

M vr. Marshall: With tin at its present
price, it is peculiar they cannot make a do
of mining there.

Mr. J. Hf. SMITH:- All the surface tin
has been worked out, and we believe that
there must be lodes from which that sur-
face tin was derived.

Mr. MarshalIl: Why, tin is worth £300 a
ton!I

Mi. 4. H. SMITH:. No. it is about £260
a ton now.

The Premier: With that price available,
why don't they get busy?

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It is all very well for
the Premier to talk like that, but there are
men at Oreenbushes who have been work-
ing there all their lives and still have faith
in the field,

Hon. 0. TAYLOR: Tha total amount set
down for devcloumeut of goldfields and in-
oral axnources is £83,000. The explanatory
note states-

Loans under Mining Development Act:
Loan of boring plants; prospecting and bor-
ing; rebates to prospectors on low-grade ore;
subsidies to batteries; development work; sub-
sidies carting long dis9tance and assistance
generally in aid of mining; rebates on cost
of water Southern Cross and eastwards to
Kalgoorlie; water supplies for new finds on
goldfields; caring tracks, etc.
Is the £40,000 odd rebate on water supplied
to the Kalgoorlie mines to come out of the
£83,000? If' so, it leaves only £40,000 for all
other work. I have no fault to find with the
reduction in the price of water granted to
the mines around Kalgoorlie but I do not
know that it has led to any development or
pruvided mnore work in Kalgoorlie. The
outer mining fields do not benefit f'rom the
£E40,000 rebate to the Kalgoorlie mines.

Hon. J. Cunningham: The Owalia and
Meekatharra mines were granted a similar
reduction.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: It does not benefit my
district. In years gone by we voted £100,000
for midning development and there was no
fAO,000 deduction in favour of one small area.
The rebate to the Kalgoorlie mines curtails
the vote considerably and is apt to he mis-
leading,

The MINISTER FOR MINES: In reply
to the member for Nelson the .CS.000 for bor-
ing is tiot for flreenbiishes. The hon. member
asked mne on the general estimates whether I

would earmark V3,0u0 from the disabilities
grant for boring at Lireenbuslics, and I told
him there was no necessity to do so, and that
if Greonbushes had a legitimate claim, there
was sufficient money in the mining develop-
mient, vote to grunt assistance. So far as I
can remember I have nlot had a request from
Greenbushes for assistance for boring.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There have been
requests in the past.

The 'MINISTER FOR MTINES: I cannot
speak about them.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: You took over
the ollec.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
no promise made 1li'v may predecessor that has
not been fulfilled by me. Even if I had a
request fromn Greenhushes it would not be
possible to supply a drill. WI', cannot get
drills. If Greenbushes offers a reasonable
chance of success, it will be treated the same
as are other districts.

Hon. Sir James Mlitchell: Where do you
propose to spend the £5,000?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I sup-
pose mnost of it will be spent on the lead
mines in the north,' at Coolgardie. and at
Vouuinui. The boring at Vouami is nearly
finished aid the plant will then be sent to
the Cue district.

Ron. 0. Taylor: How nmnny drills have
you?

The MINISTER FOR MNINES: We have
three diamond drills working.

Mr. Thomson: Are they costly?
The MITNISTER FOR MINES: Fairly

costly, but the trouble is to get them. The
last new drill now being used on the lead
mines was ordered IS months before it came
to hand. I offered the silver lead mining corn-
pan~y i the Nnrlh-West to subsidise them to
the extent of £5,000 for borincr on condition
that they provided the drill. They thought
they could get a drill. That was nine months
ago andi I have not heard from them since.
They were prepared to spend £20,000 if the
Government granted them £5,000. In reply to
the member for Mt. Margaret the £40,000 or
£45,000 will come nut of the £80,000, but that
course has been followed ever since the re-
bate was granted. The greatestt amount spent
frnnm the vote during the last 12 years was
spent last year, and the amnont on these
Estimates is equal to last year's expenditure.
The time has arrived when the £45,000 rebate
on water to the mines at; Kalgoorlia should
no longer come out of this vote, and I shall
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endeavour to have it altered next year. 1 do
uut believe that the reduction in the price of
water by £45,000 a year has lead to the mines
elaploying one more man,

Hon. 0. Taylor: TChat is what I say.
The MiNiSTE R FORl MINES: Nor do I

believe it has led to the output being in-
(teased by one ton a year. The Government
were told by the Chamber of Mines that if
the reduction were granted, additional men
would be employed. The mines got the re-
duction and, almost from the day it was
granted, they began to reduce hands.

H-on. G. Taylor: We shall question the
item severely next year.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It was
stated in favour of granting the reduction
in the price of water to the Kialgoorlie mines
that the Government would he escaping pay-
ment of sinking fund on the water scheme
loan and the companies promised to spend an
equal amount in development work. I sup-
pose that has not been done.

The Minister for Mines: A majority of
the mines are up against it to-day through
lack of development.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This has
been going on since 1922.

Lion. G. Taylor: Then it is one of your
leg'acies.

Hon. Sir JAMES M1TTCHEL~L: Yes. The
water scheme is free from debt and mainten-
ance is the only expense. It is as important
to endeavour to locate the lode at Green-
bushes as to bore for lead or silver lead in
the north. Some work was done at Green-
bushes years ago.

The Minister for Mines;: That was shaft-
sinking.

The Premier: When T was Minister I gave
substantial assistance for shaft-sinking.

The Minister for Lands: I also gave all
the assistance reqnired.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I sup-
pose all Governments have granted assist-
anice. We gave E31t,150 to the goidmining
companies for which we know we shall re-
ceive nothing.

The Minister for Mines: And by the assist-
ance of the State Insurance Office they are
saving £14,000 on premiums.

Hon. Sir JAMES N~T lEIjL: Have the
®Aoverlinient paid +he pci~s

The Minister for Mines:- No; the State
office has not increased its premiums for or-
dinary insurance, whereas the companies

have raised their rates from 57s. to 84s. lid.

lon. S;ir JAMES MITCGHELL: If we can
assist the gold mines we should try to help
the tin mines.

The Minister for Mines: The department
are doing a good deal to revive tin mining
on the Murebison.

Hon. Sir JAMES MI1TCHELL: When
Mr. Seadden was Minister for Mines a
good deal was spent on boring at the souith
end of Kalgoorlie.

The Minister for Lands- The companies
dlid it and the Government subsidised them,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
the same thing.

The Minister for Mines: No, in three
instances the Government are now finding
the whole of the money.

H-on. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I thought
the 'Minister said that one company were
going to provide £20,000.

The Minister for Minea: I said we would
provide £5,000 if they could get a drill and
they were to spend £20,000.

The Minister for Lands: On Crown lands
the State bears the whole cost.

Hon. Sir JAM,%ES MNITCHELL: If it is
for the benefit of private people, they
should pay.

The Minister for M1ines: So they wvill.

Vote put and passed.

Vote - Developmaent of Agriculture,
£7,769,922

Ttemu--Land Settlement for Soldiers, ad-
vances, improvements and purchase of
estates, including grants to local authori-
ties, etc., £87,850:

Mr. THOMSON: This refers to the Peel
'Estate and to the construction of roads
and bridges. Has the Minister any ex-
planation to offer as to how the money is
to 'be spent9

The Premier: There is only £5,000 set
down for drainage. That is all we are
isking for.

Hon. J. Cunningham: It is for recon-
ditioning drains.

Item - Agri cultural Group Settlement
alid Migration, £1,150,000:

Mr. THOMISON: T hope that next year
the Government will provide a detailed
schedule showing how all these moneys are
to be spent. This particular item includes



2352 [ASSEMBLY.]

drainage at Busselton and Denmark, and
road construction at various centres.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM; It is for moad
and drainage work mostly within the group
areas. The sum of £150,000 is money
drawn firom the Migration Development
Vote for the purpose of drain construction
work and drainage repair works in the
Busseltoi. area, costing £36,000. The
balance of the money is for roads and
bridges in group settlement areas. I t has
nothing to do with Federal aid road money
or special moneys granted in conjunction
therewith.

Mr. THOMSON: I should like an assur-
ance from the Premier that he will con-
sider my suggestion. We spend large sums
in road construction, and should be given
the information in detail.

Vote put and passed.

Vote -Roads and Bridges, Public Build-
ings, etc., f638,400:

Ttem-New roads and bridges in country
and goldfields districts (including feeders
to railways, including grants to local
authorities), £300,000:

Hon. G. TAYLORl: A road board in my
electorate is having great difficulty in the
matter of its principal road. At some
times of the year the road is impassable.
The road board could, with an expenditure
of £500, put it right except at flood times.
If the local authority could be su~bsidised
to the extent of pound for pound, in all
probability £1,000 would put the road in
complete repair. I tried to get money for
the road board, hut have failed to do so
from tile Main Roads Board. I1 have also
tried to get it from the department that
controls the ordinary roads of the State.
The main road business is unsatisfactory
as it affects outback people. When the
Minister for Works returns I hope he will
handle the situation properly.

Mr. THOMSON: I should like the Pre-
mier to give me an assurance that when
next year's Estimates come down members
will be furnished with a complete schedule
showing bow the money is being expended.
What will be the position as regards the
maintenance of roads that are being built
with the assistance of the Commonwealth
orattI

Hon. G. Taylor: The local governing
bodies cannot maintain them out of theii
own rates.

Mr. THOMSON: That is so.
The Minister for Mines: The Commuon.

wealth Government say they must do so.
Mr. THOMSON : Has the department

considered the question of maintenance,
and has it evolved any scheme' Certain
roads have been declared main roads, and
lnrge sums of money have been spent upon
them. The Canning-road to Fremantk
is costing about £1.0,000 a mile. Hoxi
is it proposed to maintain that roadi
Once it is constructed it will he handed
over to the local authorities to maintain
Road hoards in my district have asked rm
what is going to be the position. The Al.
bany road passes through my district, and
residents of road districts miles away usL
that road. How will the maintenance of the
Albany road he allocated?

Mr. A. Wansbrough: That is set forth
in the Act.

Mr. THOMSON: Hlow will the Minister
put that provision of the Act into operationi
Road boards in my district are greatly con.
corned about the matter, fearing that a large
proportion of their revenue will be swal.
lowed up in maintenance of main roads. I
would like the Minister's assurance that next
year fuller explanations will be furnished
of these large amounts of expenditure.

HEon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We
should keep in mind the need for a state.
meat of expenditure on each road and in
each road board area. ~Next year Ministers
will no doubt come down with full infornia
tion. Enormous sums from Loan are to be
spent on new roads and maintenance ol
roads. Unless drastic alterations are madec
regarding maintenance of main roads, the
road bonrds will be in a deuce of a mess
The Government will have power to step in
and collect their rates. Some of the roads
recently constructed are already beginning
to wear badly.

The Premier: Roads are as urgent as rail-
wvays, if not more so. Roads all over this
country have been impassable.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They are
impassable now. We spend hundreds of
thousands of pounds and get very little good
roadway for the money.

Mr. SAMPSON: U-nder the Act the basih
of contribution in respect of maintenance
is to he determined on the basis of b'nefit
received by the different local authorities
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participating. Take the York-road, a nxain
road. It passes through the territories of a
numuber of local authorities. Once the road
has been constructed, maintenance costs will
have to lie borne by the local authorities,
hut the proportion of each will be deter-
mined on the basis of the benefit eac-h re-
ceives. The benefit will not be limited to
local authorities through whose territory the
road passes: some benefit will be conferred
on other local authorities, towards whose ter-
ritory the York-road leads--from Perth to
Merredin and right through to the goldfields.
The Government are raising a large sum by
way of loan for the construction of new
roads and new bridges. Has it occurred to
the Government that while they find it neces-
sary to raise a loan for that purpose, the
local authorities are called upon to carry out
their work in the absence of subsidiest The
construction of main roads will extend over
years. Not long ago a certain road was
constructed under loan. The rood has dis-
appeared, hut the loan still remains to be
repaid. Although the Government can raise
money for the construction of road;, they
have reduced the roads subsidy to road
boards by 50 per cent.

Hon. J. Cunningham: You cannot have it
both ways.

The Premnier: I am afraid we shall see
the end of the whole scheme of Federal
aid roads presently.

Mr. SAMPSON: Because so much money
has to he found under that scheme, the road
boards have to get along with a greatly re-
duced subsidy. It is extremely discouragin
to them-

Mr. THOMSON: I hope the Minister will
give us some information on this item.

Hon. J1. Cunningham: You know the pro-
visions of the Main Roads Act. The Govern-
ment will, as far as possible. enforce those
provisions.

Mr. THOMSON: The Act provides that
a certain proportion of the money shall be
paid by thle local authorities. But I want
to know whether the department controllng
the expenditlure on main roads has evolved
a schemne for the allocation of the money to
the paid by the road boards-not those
through whose district the rood is passing,
but the adjacent road boards.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Tt will he done, and
perhaps in many instances rather earlier
than the loeal authorities desire.

Mr. TROMSON: Well, I will put up a
formal question under notice, and I hope the
department will he able to answer it.

Hen. J. Cunningham: If the bon. member
,will ask a. formal question, 1 will endeavour
to return a reply.

Item, Reconstruction of Canning road,
£121,000:

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
amount is altogether too great. It will cost
in interest alone over £6,000 per annum. I
move an amendment-

That the item be redued by £100,000.

That will leave £21,000 to be spent on the
road this year.

The Premier: It is nearly all spent now.
The work is nearly finished.

Hon. Sir JAMIES MiITCHELL: No fear,
it is not.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Five months of the
financial year have gone.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That
does not matter. It is ridiculous to spend
£121,000 on 12 miles of road in the metro-
politan area. Where the road is to finish,
near the Causeway, it is actually a street.
What will the country think of us when they
compare this with some of the country road
workI'

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: This is a speci-
ally constructed road. When completed, it
will greatly relieve the congestion of the
Perth-Fremantle road.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That has no-
thing to do with it.

Hon- J. CUNNINGHAM: It is one of the
new roads constructed by the Mlain Roads
Board, and a foundation has been put in
sufficiently strong Ito carry heavy traffic.
Qnite a Dumber of our roads are only 16
feet wide, while others are 22 feet. This
road has a special foundation with a view
to the making of a permanent job.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: But think of an
interest bill of £6,000 on 12 miles of road
in the metropolitan area!I

Hon. J. CUNNITNGHAM: Mluch has been
heard of the expenses of the local authori-
ties, but quite a number of them do not stand
up to their responsibilities

Mr. SAMPSON: Does the amount of
£J21,000 include provision for a new bridge
over the Cnnnnng River?9 I do not suggest
that a new bridge is required.

The Premier: It does not include provi-
sion for a new bridge.

Mr. SAMPSON: The present bridge is
reasonably good for lighbt traffic, but it is
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not in keeping with the very fine highway
being constructed on either side.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: No one could
support an expenditure of £121,000 of bor-
rowed nioney for one road.

Mr. SAMPSON: It traverses territory
that is sufficiently wealthy to provide the
necessary charges. I believe in making good
roads, but the question is whether the re-
construction of the Canning-road is a State
obligation. A preedent is being established
that other local authorities might reasonably
expect to be extended to them.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It would be in-
dlecent to pass the item.

Mr. SAM1PSON:- An improved road is
necessary, but the local authorities should
bear some portion at any rate of the cost of
construction. Therefore I shall support the
amuendment.

Mr. THOMSON:- In view of the large sum
being allocated for this road we are entitled
to more information than we have received.
What length is being construetedl What
class of road is it? Ts the method of con-
struction the same as that adopted on the
Perth-Albany road? If the item is passed1
it will be difficult for some of uts to justify
ourselves to settlers in the back areas that
have not so much as a reasonable approach
to a railway siding. There is at new Settle-
moent in my electorate where no roads have
been provided, and appeals for special
grants have not been met to the extent of
p~roviding reasonable facilities. If further
information is not forthcoming I shall sup-
port the amendment. I do not wish to raise
any question of the metropolitan area versus
the country districts. Each section of the
country is entitled to its just requirements.
1 beg the Premier to give us more informa-
tion than we have at present.

Hon. Sir .IAMES MITCHELL: I am not
iubjecting to this because it is in the metro-
politan area. I am not raising the question
of this or that district. I have not come
here to ask for something for my own dis-
trict. What I do object to is the Govern-
ment taking the responsibility of construct-
ing roads in this3 manner, and making
streets. I have not come downi to the level
of comparing the metropolitan area with
the country districts. If any part of the
State can afford to build a road, particu-
larly a road such as this, it is the territory
through which it passes. This road is
assisted from the traffic fees.

Mr. THOMSON: When an hon. membe3
asks courteously for information he is en.
titled to get it.

Hon. J. Cunningham: I have given yot
all the information in my possession.

Mr. THOMSON: We are asked to speui
£121,000, and the Honorary Minister aayi
he can give us no information regarding thE
matter. The position is most unsatisfac.
tory. This amount does not coma withir
the purview of the main roads grant. I
have asked how many miles of road it ii
proposed to construct, and what is the typ4
of road. The Honorary Minister says ht
cannot answer these questions. I cannel
vote for the expenditure of this money upor
the slight information we have received.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: I presume theT4
will be a division on this motion. I do nol
feel incliInedl to vote against the expendi.
hire of money that is being used to pul
roads in order. I understand, however.
most of this money has already been spent
and that the work is almost completed. Di
that is so I shall be able to vote for thf
reduction of the amount without impair.
ing the chance of the road being completed

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I know thai
the road is uinder construction, and that v
ronsiderable amount of work has been don(
upon it. A good deal of the money baa alac
been spent.

The Premier: The road is nearly com-
pleted.

Hon. Sir Jiames Mitchell: No one knowm
anything about it.

Hon. 0. Taylor: The Premier said it wai
being constructed of granite drawn fromx
the hills.

MNr. Panton: The traffic authorities will
get, a big revenue out of it from the motoi
speeders who will use it.

Hon. 0. Taylor: More information should
have been given to us concerning it.

Amendment put and a division taken witi
tih' following result:

Ayes
Noes

10
14

Majority against .. 4

NOES.

Mr. Angelo
Mr. ti'v
Mr' Griffths
Mr. UndeaT
Mr. Mann

Sir Janies Mitobell
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Thomson
Mr, North
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Mr. Chesson
Mr. Collier
Mr, Corboy
Mr. Covertqy
.Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Lamond
Mr. Millington

Ayss.
Mr. Brown
Mr. Latham
'11r. Stubbs
'Mr. Malay

None.

rIm

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Air.

Munsle
Penton
Rowe
Sleeman
Troy
A. Wanebrough
Wilson

Noe.

Miss Ho men
Mr. W. D. Johnson
Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Kennedy

Amiendment thus negatived.

I tern: Pardelup Prison Fari:

-Hr. SAMPSON: I hope that the prison,
farm will provide opportunities for reform
to the people concerned. We all look for
good results front this new institution. I
believe it will prove of' great assistance in
the direction desired. I hope we shall somec
dlay have an opportunity to visit the place.

Ron. (r. Taylor: I hope not for too long
a Iperiod.

Vote put and passed.

Vote-Other State undertakings, 485,1210:

Item, State Hotels and Tourist Resort-;,
£14,000:

Mr, SAMPSON : Some little time ago
I was at Wongan Hills, and wanted to stay
at the State hotel. The place was weli
conducted, and the meals were good, but the
accommodation was extremely restricted,
and I could not obtain a bed. I suggest
that the premises be leased to someone who
can supply the needed aeconianodation.
While the State hotel is there, private
enterprise cannot do what is required. Do
the Government ipropose to extend the
accommodation at the State hotelV

Hon. G-. TAYLOR : Is it likely that
during the recess the Honorary Minister
representing the Glovernment in another
place will find time to attend the opening-
of State hotels, and of 'rooms at State
hotels 7 Some of the State hotels feel
neglected in this regard, and any friction
of that nature should be avoided. I would
like to see the time of the Honorary Min-
ister during the recess, especially in hot
weather, fully occupied in opening new
State hotels or additions to State hotels.

Mr. DAVY: We are asked to authorise
the expenditure of £14,000 of Loan money
on imp-ovements to the Yallingup Caves
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House and the Corrigia and Wongan Hills
State hotels. Will the Minister furnish de-
tails of the proposed expenditure of this
considerable sumn of money on three estab-
lisinents, already equipped. Quite a de-
cent new hotel can he built and furnished
for £7,000. Really what we do on these
Estiumtes is slheer waste of time; if we
disallowed an, item, the money would still
be spent. Somec lion, members sitting op-
posite are nlot too enamnoured of State
hotels.

Hon. H. ,AILLINGTON: I have not
got the details relating to the expenditure.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You should
ha1ve them.

lion. B. MIIA 2 I1,NGTON :That is so,
perhaps, -but I have not got them. Regard-
ing the money to be spent upon the State
hotels, additions arc required at the Won-
gan Hills and Corrigin. State hotels and also

at Cave-, house. Those additions are war-
ranted in each instance and, if necessary,
positiculars can be- snppliedl.

Ron0 . Sir SAIKES MITCHELL: If we
are to Continue running State hotels they
mnust lie kept tip to date, but the Minister
should be able to supply members with
dotails reg-arding every item mentioned in
the vote, should that ,inforarnation he called
for. Had this sort of thing happened when
T was in power, the Government would have
been held up for a full sitting, and the
public would have been told that we did
not know what we wanted the money for.
If additions are to be made to Caves House,
I hope they will not be constructed .)f
wood. If a fire should break ont there, we
would be lucky if lives were not lost. Cer-
tainly it is not right that the verandahs
should have to he uitilised and beds crowded
in so close together. What obtains at Caves
House would not be permitted by the
licensing bench if it were a private hotel.
It is inevitable that we shall have to keep
the State hotels up to date if they are to be
continued. I shall not vote for an exten-
sion of State trading and will be satisfied
to strike out the Sawmills item. I object
to State tradin L and we have seen enough
of it to know that it is -not good for the
peorile as a whole, or for the workers in
particular. We pay far more for our tim-
ber nowadays than we did before the State
sawmills wr-e started. As a protest neainst
State tra dine, and atoninct exnenitnre in
connection with the State Sawmills being
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mnade from loan funds, while the profts are
taken into revenue. I move an amendment-

That the item " State Ba% mills, £30,000'' be
struck out.

Mr. ANGELO: On a point of order,' I
wish to deal with the preceding item, "State
Steamships, £20,000."

The CUAIRMAN: The bon. member
should have called that item before the
Loader of the Opposition moved to strike
out the next item.

Mr. ANGELO: But the Leader of the Op-
position was speaking on State hotels and
then jumped to the State Sawmills.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
should have prevented the Leader of the Op-
pos;ition moving by intimating that be de-
sired to speak on an earlier itema.

Mr. ANGEL(): But the Leader of the
Opposition said-

The CHAIRMAN. Order! The Leader of
the Opposition had been speaking for sev-
eral minutes about the State Sawmnills and
intimated t~at lie wouild strike out that item.

Mr. ANGE~LO: I have been waiting here
all night to speak on this item and as the
Lender of the Opposition was speaking
about State hotels practically throuzhoit.
his remarks, I1 thoug-ht that item was before
the Chair.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Can I withdraw
my amendment?

The CHAIRMAN: No, we cannot go
back.

Mr. ANOELO: Then T disagree with your
rulling.

The CHAIRMAN: Ordt-r! The hon. mnem-
her knows quite well that wve cannot !ro hack.
He had the rirhbt to call 'mon the itemn
before the Leader of the Opposition. moved
his amendmnent,

Mr. ANGELO: That isz all right.
Hoen. G. TAYLOR: I thinik the Leader of

the Ooostion would be in ord-r if he with-
drew his amendment for the time beine to
enable the member far Craseovne to speak on
the preeedinr item. Thst would heP in at'-
eordsinee with the Stalidhig Orders and
would ohriate a-nv neeesstv fgr a motion to
dissent fronm thie Chairman's ruling.

The CHATRMAN: I nil leave it to the
Committee. The mnemh'- fo' flnecnviw liij4j
been a memher of t4e frohip In.n onnnnrh
to know that triton thr T.P.Oe- mf the OIn-
pos't'nn commenced to t1;en.iyq anoth~er ifem,

be shlould1 hitrP intimated his depire to speak
on the earlier item.

Hion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL:
leave to withdraw my amendment.

I ask

Amendment by leave withdrawn.
Item, State Steamships, 1:20,000:

Mr. ANGELO: The details set out that
provision is being inade for the j.u,-chase
of ant addit~onal %essel for the North-West.
I hope that the vessel will be similar to the
"Koolinda."

Mir. Lindsay. There is L419,120 mentioned
in the details.

Mr. ANGELO: I take it that that is to
pay for the "I~oolinda"' and other reuuire-
ments.

Hon. Sir Jates Mitchell: That is to pay
for the accumulated losses.

Mr. ANGELO: If that is so, I would ask
the Leader of the Opposition not to over-
look the fact that the profits made by the
"Nangaroo" were taken into revenue.

lon. Sit' James Mitchell: I have said as
much many times.

Mr. ANGELO: I understand that one of
the Singapore boats, the "Gorgon," is to be
withdrawn from the North-West trade with-
in the next few weeks, and that will leave
the coast with one boat short, it is also
whispered that the Singapore companies in-
tenid askiwg for a permit to pot on another
boat, which will be a cargo boat instead
of one with passenger accommodation. It
is passenger accommodation that is badly
required on the coast at present. Coming
down the other day from the North-West the
"Roolinda" had to refuse 80 passengers. At
Carnarvon 40 passengers, who had booked
for the trip down by that vessel were seat
asos the wharf to travel down by the "Min-
deroo."

Mr. Mann: That was on the occasion of
a race meeting.

Mr. ANGELO: But that will not account
for the other 40 passengers from higher up
the coast.

Mr, Lamond: The "rKoolina", is nearly
alm-ays a fuill ship.

Mr. ANGEL 0: That is so. TT the requmest
of the Singanore company for the with-
drawal of a nasqenirer host and the gsubsti-
timtion of a cnrtzo host he acreed to, it will
neann that thPecoast -tri he lperiird of
reessrv rncsener aeommnodqtio,. T trust
thot. if f he COr'-n'nonf intend socuirinr an-
n'her bnnf'. ;t %rll he of the trio nf the

pndi Eh~t thee we 5%hn1Il hre-p g
e- '*n;wbtJv q-'r-AA. It N~ ce"'g P h.t the "r 0 0..
1 P1" is -nines to be a p-ofitnhle bqnt. I do
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not know what this item of £20,000 repre-
sents, but if it is preliminary expanses in
respect of another boat for the North-West
I will support it.

I-) o0CLc In'tflighL.

.Item, State Sawmills, £30,000:

Mr. DAVY': What does this mean? All
the information give-n is "Payment of ad-
ditional capital."~ 1 presume that another
£:30,000 is to be0 put into State sawmills. I
move an amnditeni-

That this tWitt be struck out.

lion. J. Cunningham: It is for the re-
placement of a mill destroyed by fire.

The Premier: It is not for any expansion
or addition.

Mr. DAVY: May I suggest that it would.
be only fair to members if the explanations
fuarnished with these items were more ex-
plicit. The Premier would save himself an
enormous amount of trouble if the Loan
Estimates were Prepared with sufficient de-
tail to allow a member of Parliament to un-
derstand what they mean.

Mr. SAMPSON: Since this item is to
replace a mill destroyed by fire, I do not
understand why the loss was not covered by
insurance. I thought all Government trading
concerns were fully insured.

The Premier: Even so, you cannot spend
money without aLppropriation.

Mr. SAMPSON: Well, why have we not
the particulars?

The Premier: That mill was burnt down
three years ago.

Mr. SAMPSOIN: The money ought to
be payable by the insurance companies. Pos-
sibly the department took the risk and did
-not bother about insurance.

The Premier: They did not take any such
chance. If the place was insured, and the
money covering the loss paid in, you could

not spend it without appropriation.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: Of course we hnow

the mill was burnt down. If the insurance
money was paid over, it may be that it was
taken into revenue at the time. The Minister
now desires to erect a new mill, but he asks
to have the money provided out of loan
fundq.

The Premier: Nonsense!
Hon. G. TAYLOR: But these are the Loan

Estimates. Tf you got the insurance money,

what was done with it? I suppose you
splashed it up. We have nearly five millions
of money provided here.

The Premier: We have not splashed it up
yet.

Amnendment put and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vote, Land Improvement Loan Fund,
£628,700-agreed to.

Rlesolutions reported and the report
adopted.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor reeeived and
read notifying aissent to the following
Bills:-

1, Racing Restriction.

2, Broomehill Lot 602.

BILII-BRXGETOWN LOT 39A.

Returned from the Council without amend-
ment

BILL--STATR CHILDREN ACT
AMEDMNT.

Council's Message.

Message from the Council received and
read notifying that it did not insist on
amendment No. 2 disagreed to by the As-
sembly, bad agreed to the Assembly's amend-
ments to amendments Was. I and 4, and dis-
agreed to the amendment made by the As-
sembly to amendment No. 6.

House adjourned 12.15 am. (Friday).


